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see Millions ef acres, by the insertion of the 
word and’’ inthe place of the word ‘ or,’’ were 
ken away from the control of the Legislature of 
‘hat Territory, and given to an incorporated com- 
-any which had procured a charter from thé Le- 
rjature. Lappeal to the honorable gentleman 
La has just taken his seat, to say if there is any- 
ine that we have said in the report which fastens 
qapicion wpon any member of this House? But 
neither of the reports goes so far as to say that 
“ere is nothing that does not fasten suspicion in 
some other quarter. : . 

Mr. JONES, of New York. Will the gentle- 
man from Ohio inform me whether the committee 
know who are the directors in that company; and 
+ they do, will he not inform the House, so that 
we may better judge in relation to this matter? 





Mr. CAMPBELL. By reference to the char- | 


ter, which is made a part of the testimony, it 
will be seen that the corporators are the Messrs. 
huvler, of New York. 

Mr. JONES. Which Schuyler? 
Mr.CAMPBELL. George Schuyler, Ketch- 


m 
um 


Mea 


U 


, &e. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to make an inquiry 
of the gentleman from Ohio. It is perfectly mani- 
fest, from the reports of the majority and minor- 
ity, that a fraud has been perpetrated, and I de- 
sire to be informed who committed it? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The committee could not 
come to a positive conclusion of sufficient strength 
to authorize us to make a solemn reportin regard 
to that matter to this House, for the reason that 
we had not time to go thoroughly into an investi- 
gation of all the matters connected with this affair. 
There are parties living in the Territory of Min- 


nesota whose testimony, I now state to the House, | 


| believe to be important to a thorough under- 
standing of this subject. So much for the prop- 
osition to extend the investigation. 

Now a word, and but a word, as to the prop- 
osition to take away the power by which one or 
(wo or three officers of the Territory of Minnesota 
may designate the company to which this vast 
domain shal] be given. The bill of the majority 
proposes simply to nullify the act heretofore passed 
giving them that power. 
bill of the majority which would preclude the Le- 
gislature, composed of the very identical members, 
from assembling and again passing an act of that 
kind, It is for that reason, and for the purpose 
of guarding the rights of the people there, that I 
have provided in the bill of the minority that the 
people shall elect a Legislature in future which 
shall decide in what way this vast domain shall 
be disposed of. 
the intention of the parties who first prepared that 
bill, and sent it to the Committee on Public Lands. 

I now move, Mr. Speaker, that the bill reported 


There is nothing in the | 


Such, let me say, was evidently | 
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gentleman from Ohio in relation to the quantity of 
land granted under that bill. But I have an esti- 
mate that was made by a properly qualified per- 


| son, from which I learn that, if the railroad track 


be run ina direct line, the quantity of land granted | 


will be less than six hundred thousand acres. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, that is no small 
quantity. 

Mr.COBB. One more suggestion. According 
to the bill, if the track be constructed meandering 
between certain places, the company may get 
more than that quantity of land; but | do not be- 
lieve that in any case they can get more than 
seven hundred thousand acres, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I 
demand which | made for the previous question 
for my co'league on the committee, [Mr. Barry, ]} 


who I understand wishes to make some observa- 


tions. 


Mr. BARRY. 


| occupy very little of its time. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Jones, of 


The Chair desires to 


Tennessee, in the chair.) 
state the question before the House, that there may 
be no mistake or misapprehension. 
understands that the gentleman from Kentucky 
{[Mr. Breckinripce}] made a report from the 
committee, and concluded that report by making 
a motion to discharge the committee from further 
consideration of the sul:ject, and to print the report 
and testimony. That is, in the opinion of the 
Chair, the question pending pefore the House. 
The Chair thinks that the question on the bill read 
by the gentleman, and the motion to discharge the 


committee, and to print the report and testimony, 
cannot both be pending at the same time. 
question, therefore, before the House is the mo- 


The 
tion to discharge the committee, and to print the 
report, including the testimony. 


Mr: MILLSON, (interrupting.) I 
ask a question of the Chair 


desire to 
I desire to ask the 


| Chair whether, if the main question shall be or- 


by the minority, be taken as a substitute for that || 
of the majority; and on that motion I ask the pre- |, 
| 


vious question. 

Mr. COBB. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
to withdraw his call for the previous question, to 
enable me to make one or two remarks. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw the call for 
the previous question, as requested, 


Mr. COBB. The gentleman from Ohio speaks || 


, Se cies 
of the bill as giving away millions of acres of the 
Territory of Minnesota. 


it myself, and, inasmuch as I have voted for this 

bill, | desire that my vote shall always be estimat- 

ed according to its worth. WhatI want to know 

from him is: He states that the bill grants some 

millions of acres. Has he ever calculated the 

— really granted by it? If not, I can tell 
m. 


oe CAMPBELL. Well, I should like to 
Ww. 

Mr.COBB. Then I suppose you have not 
made a close calculation: have you? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. No. 

Mr. COBB. Weil, then, that the thing may 
£9 properly to the country, { will state the quan- 
0, of land granted by that bill. 
of the same opinion as that entertained by the 


132 


Now, I want to ask | 
that gentleman one question—I am posted up on | 


dered, it will not bring the House to vote on the 
report of the committee alone? And will it be in 
order afterwards to introduce any resolution in 


reference to the conduct either of the Clerk or of 


anybody else? And will it not cut off the motion 
to postpone the further consideration of this whole 
question te the next session of Congress? I wish 
to be informed on these questions before we pro- 


ceed to vote on the demand for the previous ques- 


tion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


the report and minutes of the testimony. 


of. 
Mr. MILLSON. Then it is not in order to 


move a postponement of the question until we 


can have read the evidence, so as to understand 


| the question fully? 


| mittee was chiefly toexamine, was in reference to 
a certain interlineation and alteration in records, 
and the circumstances under which it had been 
The examination of thatinvolved but few 
But 
in going into the investigation, we made the dis- 
covery,as was stated by the gentleman from Mich- 
| igan, that the alteration was requested by a certain 
| person outside of the House. 

tee proceeded to inquire from that person and 

others what was his motive in making the request. 
| That is the outside portion of this testimony; and 
*| if we were to ferret it to the bottom, as we are 
'| called upon to do, it would take the committee six 


| was myself || months; because we would have to examine every 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. It 


question ordered to be put. 
Mr. BARRY. The question which the com- 


made. 
facts, and the evidence of but few persons. 


further withdraw the 


I wish to make a few remarks 
to the House on this subject; but | promise to 


The Chair 


The present 
occupant of the Chair is of opinion that the pend- 
ing question is the motion made by the commit- 
tee through their organ, the gentleman from Ken- 
| tucky, to discharge the committee, and to print 
If the 
previous question shall be sustained on that, and 
if the vote be taken, the question will be disposed 


will not, if 
| the previous question be sustained, and the main 


Then the commit- 
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ject, or who had had anything todo with the sub- 
ject, directly or indirectly, 


As to the first part of the examination, we were 


enabled to report upon it in full, and unanimously, 
and to state that there was no corrupt design on 
the part of any member of this House, or any 
+ officer of the House. } 
the report which we have made, and not let 
to the country, because we canno 
certainty tell whether or not the motives of the 
person who suggested the change outside of the 
House were criminal? 
course, understand the question without the testi- 
mony ;and when they see it, t ey will discover that 
a large portion of it is irrelevant. 
know what was to be proved, or what witnesses 
were to be called for examination. 
yer examines a case, the party for whom he ap- 
pears tells bim what is to be proved,and what 


Now, shall we stop with 
it go 


with absolute 


This House cannot, of 


We did not 


W hen a law- 


t 


| witnesses shall be called, so that he knows who 
to ask and what to ask. But 
committee had no such aid. 
in the dark. 
he alluded to another in mutual connection, we 
had to send for him to explain what the other had 
alluded to. 


in this case the 
We were entirely 
When we examined a person, and 


Thus we were groping in the dark 


; in relation to the testimony; and were the com- 


said that there are witnesses in 
were not examined. 


mittee to sit six months, they would still be 
groping in the dark. 


The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Campse.t] has 
Minnesota who 
That gentleman said to the 


| committee, and perhaps truly, that if we should 


take their testimony, we should elicit important 
| information. 
for | do not know who has any knowledge about 


I do not Know but what we should, 


| this matter. In examining them, we should grope 
| in the dark, as we have been all through on the 


was thought necessary to examine. 


examination. 


There is one witness in New York whom it 
The Ser- 


| geant-at-Arms sent a deputy after him eight or 


nine days ago. 


But he is sick, and cannot come. 
na letter from him he says he Knows nothing 


upon the subject which will criminate anybody in 
reference to the matter before us. 
sent to him, by telegraph, certain interrogatories, 
and the answer to them will be received by mail 
to-morrow morning, we hope. 


We have now 


Mr. HIBBARD. 


I desire to ask a question. 


Am I right in understanding that neither the mi- 
nority or majority report impute improper motives 
to any officer or member of this House? 


Mr. BARRY. I tnderstand itisso. It is cer- 


tainly so in the majority report, and I think it is 
| in the other. 
will result as that which we have heretofore had. 
We shall be groping around in the dark to find 
out something, perhaps to find nothing material, 
and perhaps to find out nothing. 
the testimony of Mr. Hunt was hearsay. On 
examining one witness, he said, | was informed 
by Mr. Hunt that such and such thingsare facts. 
Now, we inquire of Mr. Hunt if that isso. All 
the information we can get from him will be asto 
the truth of what has been asserted by another 
witness. That is all. The gentleman in reference 
to whom such statements were made came forward 
and openly and frankly denied their truth. 


I say that all further examination 


For instance, 


Now, sir, | say, why protract this investigation 


| into another session, when we have no specific 
| charges before us against any individual upon 
| which we can act? 
about to find intimations upon which we can ob- 
tain evidence. 
reasonable prospect that any further material can 
| be found upon which to act. 
us the men who are most deeply concerned in the 
| matter, and who, if there has been any corrupt 
proceedings in reference to the matter, know it, 
and refuse to divulge it. ¢ 


It would be merely to beat 
In my own opinion, there is no 


We have had before 


Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) I propose, 


if the gentleman will allow me, that by common 
consent we should first act upon the bills reported 
by the different branches of the committee, then 
upon the resolutions reported by them, ar d lastly, 


\| man who had had a conversation upon the sub- || upon ordering thereports and teatimony to be print- 
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ed. If there is no objection, I will make that 
proposition, and [I do it fortheyeason that it is im- 
portant; it has been so regarded by both branches 
of the committee, that there should be some imme- 


dinte action in reference to the matter. I ask the 
unanimous consent that the bills reported by the 
majority and minority be taken up and acted upon, 


Mr. BARRY. I will not object, if it is the 
wish of the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
my consent, unless with the understanding that | 
be heard upon the subject. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 certainly shall not ob- 
ject to that. 

The SPEAKER. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
will be to cut off the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. Barry] from finishing his remarks. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it proper 
to state here that the minority of a committee have 


It can be only done by 


I do not give | 
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+ New York; Erastus Corning, of the city of Al- 


bany; John W. Forbes, Curus B. Raymond, and 


John Gardner, of the city of Boston; W. B.S. 


Moore, of the city of Bangor, Maine; Frederick 
S. Jesup, of Dubuque, lowa; Franklin Steele, 
Charles W. Borup, Orange Walker, Alexander 
Wilkin, Willis A. Gorman, Alexander Ramsey, 


James Stinson, and J. Travis Rosser, of the Ter- 


ritory of Minnesota. 

Mr. BARRY. ‘Those are the names of the 
original corporators. That company is now or- | 
ganized,and has been since the-Ist of July. Ido 
not know the names of the directors, yet it is tes- 


| tified that the Schuylers are not of them, and*that 
| they had no stock or connection with the com- 
| pany as organized. | 


I object, ifthe effect | 


Mr. PRATT. I will state that William P. Bur- 


rell, whose name has been mentioned among others, 


norightto make an independent report, except by || 


unanimous consent, The proper course would 
be, when the bill reported by the majority comes 
up, for the gentleman from Ohio to offer his as a 
sub stitute. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I believe it was the un- 
derstartiing of the House that both bills should be 
reported. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I desire to 
know distinctly whether it is the understanding 
that I shall be heard upon these bills? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Certainly it is. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to discharge 


mony, is first in order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
proposition to act upon these bills at the present 
time will not be agreed to. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. ne ae requires 
unanimous consent, and I have objected unul my 
friend from Mississippi shall have an opportunity 
to conclude his remarks. If the gentleman from 
Georgia desires also to speak, I shall be happy to 
hear him. 

Mr. BARRY. I simply desire to say, in an- 
swer to the inquiry of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Cobs,{ that the land donated by this 
Minnesota bill will amount to about five hundred 
and seventy-six thousand acres. 

Now, one word in reference to this railroad 
company. A prejudice has been created against 
them in consequence of a statement which has 
been made that the Schuylers are connected with 


nected with the company as it was originally in- 
corporated; but since that time the company has 
been reorganized, and their names are not, in any 
way, connected with the corporators, nor do they 
own one dollar of the stock. 
Mr. JONES, of New York. 


| 
it. I desire to say, that the Schuylers were con- | 
| 


Will the gentle- 


man be good enough to read the names of the | 


coporators ? 
Mr. BARRY. I do not know their names. 
Mr. JONES, Then I ask the Clerk to read 
them. 
report of the committee. 

Mr. BARRY. I do not think their names are 
there. 
Mr. JONES. The names of the original cor- 

porators are there, are they not? 
Mr. BARRY. The names of the original cor- 


porators are there, but not those of the present | 
company. 


Mr. JONES. Task that the names of the origi- || 


nal corporators may be read. 
Mr. DISNEY. I object to the reading. 
Mr. HIBBARD. w 
me one word ? 
Mr. BARRY. Certainly. 
Mr. HIBBARD. 
the 


the House that there are now eight general ap- 
propriation bills unfinished and pending between 
this House and the Senate. We have agreed to 
adjourn to-morrow at noon. 
{Cries of ** Order!’’] 


{ believe their names are in the bill, or the | 


|| interest of any company or anybody can possibly | 
I do not desire to interrupt || be affected by the alteration which has been fn 
entleman’s remarks, but merely to remind | made. The gentleman from Ohio speaks of a || been resorted to for the purpose of being ™ 


is as respectable a gentleman as lives in New York, 
or anywhere else. I have nothing to say of the 
others. 


Mr. BARRY. I hope that the House will take 


| no action on this subject which will prevent the 


reports of the majority and minority of the com- 
mittee, as well as the accompanying testimony, 
from being printed. The House cannot act intel- 
ligently on this subject until it has examined the 
testimony beyond this one point, that they know 
that there was a change made in the Janguage of 
the bill. Wecan, without further evidence, pro- 


| ceed to reinstate the language of the bill as it passed 


} 
| 


| 


I hope the | 


this body. 
have safely, unless we have the reports of the 


| committee, and the come pit accompanying them, 
the committee, and to print the reports and testi- || 


be printed and examined. I hope that no action 
will be taken which will in any way tend to pre- 
vent the testimony, as presented by the major- 


| ity and minority of the committee, from being at 


| once printed. 


} 


. | 
I trust that the gentleman will per- | 
severe in his motion, and that the reports from the 


| committee be laid upon the table, and ordered to be | 


printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | 
I have no objection to the passage of the bill 
which has been reported from the committee. 


That bill provides that ‘* or” be reinstated for || 


| * and,’ but I do not think that the alteration re- 


| ferred to is one of a very material character. The 


| 


| 


|| these outside matters. 

|| ganization of any nee which may claim | 
ill the gentleman allow || the benefits of this act. 

|| the law as it passed the House, and how far the | 





gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. CampBe.t,] to whose 
report and remarks I have listened attentively, 
speaks of a very great fraud having been com- 
mitted. { cannot perceive it. The words in the 


| bill, as it was read when it passed this House, were | 


‘** nor shall they inure to the benefit of any com- 
pany heretofore constituted or organized.”’ The 
word ‘* and” has been substituted for the word | 
‘* or,’’ so that it now reads ** shall not inure to the 
benefit of any company hereafter constituted and 
organized.’’ And in this way it read when it passed 
the Senate. Gentlemen seem to consider the word 


| ** constituted’’ as equivalent to the word ‘ incor- 


porated’’ or chartered. This, in my judgment, 
isa radical error. Whena charter is granted, 
corporators named, the company is not constituted 
until the corporators meet, accept the charter, and 
form themselves into a body-politic. Until this | 
be done, no corporate company can be said to be 
constituted. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Whatever may be the | 
legal effect of the word, it is very evident, from | 
the proof, that that company was not organized | 
until the Istday of July; and, not being organ- 
ized, the insertion of the word ‘‘and’’ would | 
make the land inure to its benefit. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I know nothing about | 


I know nothing of the or- | 


look at the language of | 


deemed immaterial, and made witho 


| thing in the light in which you do 


| 


We cannot go any further than we || 
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ut Subjecting 
degree ty any 
ttee has €Xon. 


the persons concerned in the least 
imputation of wrong. The commi 
erated all parties. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. If the 


parties themsely,, 


| regarded it as immaterial, why did they go to, 
he 


extent of procuring an erasure and chanee in 
enrolled bill of this House? The question is this 


if the parties to this transaction regarded this 


za as im 
why did they go to the extent of having Ghee 


**or”’ erased from an enrolled bill of this Hou 
and inserting in its place the word * and?” ” 
Mr. STEPHENS. I do not know that « the 
parties’’ did it. 1 know nothing of the parties or 
| ee : 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Somebody did it. Some. 
| body procured it. 
Mr. STEPHENS. From the evidence wh, 
has been read here, l understand that a membe, 
e e Jer 
upon this floor, who had the bill in charge, moved 
this amendment, or verbal alteration, in committes 
| which was carried, aud he supposed that it ws, 
| so read in the House. He may have regarded ; 
| as a very immaterial matter. i 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I have no doubt that i}, 
| gentleman who procured the alteration to be mays 
| after the bill left the House, may have regard 
| itas immaterial; but, on the other hand, I have 
| no doubt that the outside influence that sought to 
| make the erasure did regard it as material, 
_ Mr. STEPHENS. [am not speaking of out. 
| side influences, for 1 know nothing about them, 
| The gentleman speaks of ‘‘parties,”’ but I do no, 
| think that we should consider the position of gny 
| ** parties”? who may claim benefits under the aci. 
| I look to the record before us. On and from tha: 
| 1 speak when I say that the alteration seems 
| to me to be verbal and immaterial. If 1 were tp 
go beyond this record, and speak of what | hear 
outside, I am inclined to think that the whole of 
this affair has been got = by some parties out- 
| side of this House, and whose object is to break 
down this bill and get the land hereafter them- 
| selves, 
Mr. CAMPBELL. A committee was a. 
| pointed to investigate all the facts and circum. 


|| stances connected with this matter; and they have 


done it laboriously and to the best of their ability, 
in the short time they have had. 

Mr.STEPHENS. What does the report stae 
above any outside influences ? 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. It is expressly stated in 
| one of the reports that Mr. Billings, one of the 
| corporators under the charter granted by the 
Minnesota Territory, was here before the bill went 
to the Committee on Public Lands seeking to get 
| it couched in such a manner as to carry the grant 
to that particular company, and in such terms ss 
to give no power over the grant to future Legi- 
latures. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Well, sir, there is no ev- 
dence that I have heard that he succeeded in hi 
wishes. I know nothing about him, however, 0t 
any other members of that or any other company 
which wishes an interest in the grant. But oy 
object in rising was to call the attention of the 
House to the character of the alteration which the 
gentleman from Uhio [Mr. Campsett] calls 
‘* great fraud.” 

he gentleman argued as if ‘* constituted” wr 
the same thing as ‘* incorporated.’”” And, ina 
much as a particular company had been incorp? 
rated, but not “‘ organized ”’ at the time the dil 
| passed, he argued that the alteration was mst 
| for their benefit. If constituted be equivalent ” 
incorporated in this connection, then “or orga! 
ized,” in the original draft of the bill, was nothing 
but sheer nonsense. The words are “ any 
pany heretofore constituted or organized. T 
use of the words * or organized” here must bs 








'| company that was not organized until Ist July; | explicit in the meaning of ‘ constituted,” and ® 


'| well, it could not have been constituted either; for | 
|| constituted and organized in this connection must 


| 
j 


for the purpose of designating another class; " 
| suppose it had read ‘any company hereto’ 


mean the same thing; and it does seem to me to || incorporated or organized, who does not see 


Minnesota and Northwestern Railroad Company. || the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Campse.r] as rep- 


The Clerk then read the names, as follows: | 
Robert Schuyler, William P. Burrall, George L. || by the officers of the House, or somebody. It 


Schuyler, Morris Ketchum, Edward Bement, R. 


resented a great fraud as having been committed 


|| be very immaterial whether w® say ‘‘ constituted || with this reading ‘‘ or organized”’ is perfect 1 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will || and organized,’’ or ‘‘ constituted or organized.” || sense? 


now report the names of the corporators of the | This I say in reply to so much of the remarks of || before it had been incor 


No company could have been organi 
porated. And if ‘‘« 
tuted’’ means in this bill * chartered” or ‘10 
porated,”’ then “or organized’’ makes like 2 


| sense. But read, as I suppose the draughts 
seems to me that the alteration, ugder the circum- | 
B. Mason, and George W. Billings, of the city of || stances stated in the report, might have been | 


meant it should be, it makes good sense. 
I make these observations, Mr. Speaker, 
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athe perfect immateriality of the alteration, 
snow * : 
o to me the reports of the committee re- 


. ae seems = 

eve all blame or fraudulent intent from any 
ean connected with it. This is my under- 
pe ine of their reports. The only other ques- 
a -. whether arrybody has been injured by it? | 
1 ak not; for, in my opinion, it is perfectly im- 
swaterial whether the words in the bill were ** con- 


vituted and organized,” or whether they were 
* nagstituted or organized.’” They mean the same 
thing, 8o far as I can understand. 

“Mr. CAM PBELL. I may state to the gentle- 
man from Georgia, in regard to other influences, 


‘hat it is proved that after the bill was printed in 


he Senate, and after the word ‘* or” was discov- | 
ered to exist in it instead of the word ‘ and,’? | 


oany, did go to a Senator and appeal to him to 
have this alteration made; and that is the origin 
of the suggestion, so far as the committee have it 
in evidence. Itcame from oné of the corporators 
of this company to a Senator, who, doubtless not 
supposing that there was anything improper in 
it, applied to the Clerk of the Senate to know 
whether the alteration could be made, and then 


Mr. Billings, one of the corporators of this com- | 


they came round to the Clerk of the House, and | 


the alteration was procured. The desire to have 
the alteration is traced by the evidence to Mr. Bil- 


lings, one of the corporators named in the char- | 


ter. He must have a purpose. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I have already stated that 


know nothing about Mr. Billings or any of these | 


corporators. 1 know nothing of the evidence on 
that point—I understand the report—I spoke of 
that. 
to this, that Mr. Bilungs requested a Senator to 
havea change of verbiage made in—I suppose—a 


parliamentary manner. This it seems 


ouse, and the change was made before the bill 
' < = 
passed the Senate. But itdoes notconcern me how 
he alteration Was made, as it was not made for 
tne ’ 


the pyrpose of fraud, nor, in my opinion, contains | 
There is no man, | suppose, in the | 


fraud in it. 


But the statement of the zentleman amounts | 


it was | 
thought had been done in the committee in this || 


House, who would not have given his consent to | 


thealteration,if his attention had been called to it. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. .If the gentleman from 
Georgia will permit me, I will explain that the 


alteration could not have been made in a parlia- | 


mentary way, for this reason: It was then about 
the 28th of June; this charter would have become 
void on the first of July. 


If the word ‘*and’”’ 


had been substituted in a parliamentary way in | 


the Senate, the bill would have come back to this 
House with an amendment. It would have gone 


to the Speaker’s table, and the firstof July would | 


have elapsed before it become a law. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Again the gentleman is as- 
suming all his facts. If the ‘and ’’ had been sub- 
stituted for the ‘or’? in the Senate, I question if 
there isa man in this House who would have failed 
to have given assent immediately to the correction. 
Because [ defy any gentleman to look into it, and 
say whether there is any difference between the 
two words, in the connection in which they are 
used. I make these remarks to show that—as I 





think—there has been ‘‘ great cry and no wool ’’ | 


in this matter. 


So far as | am concerned, I have | 


no doubt in the world that the bill would have been | 


passed as readily with one word in itas with the 
other, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I am very 
much inclined to believe, with the gentleman from 
Georgia, that the substitution of the word ‘* and”’ 
for the word ** or’’ is quite as immaterial as he 
supposes itto be. But whether it be material or 
immaterial, it seems to me that it is impossi dle for 
us to act on this subject any further than to order 
the reports of facts made both by the majority and 
miniority of the committee to be printed. Now, 
that isthe very thing that I think the House ought 
todo. It is very uncertain as to what the effect 
of the alteration is. 
of the majority and minorjty of the committee, 


that the gentleman who originally reported the | 
bill, intended to have reported it with the word | 


“and” in the connection in question. He sup- 
posed—or some of those having interest in it sup- 


posed—that it would be a material alteration. The | 


gentleman who had the bill in charge believed the 
word * and’’ to have been in the bill. 
pose there are not three members on the floor of 


the House who knew,at the time the bill was || reads: “ For contingent expenses of fortifications 
passed, whether it contained the word “‘ and,”’ or || herein mentioned.”’ 


And I sup- | 


| nal corporators in that act are not the parties now | 
| interested in the grant which has been made by 


| be printed, and that the committee be discharged ? 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| be in order to do so, | shall move to refer, this 


It seems, from the opinions || 


| ment which was adopted by the House, appro- 
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contingent expenses of fortifications not herein 
mentioned.”” The object was to preserve the 
sites, and keep in repair such fortifications as we 
had made no specific appropriations for in the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is it the unanimous 
consent of the House that the bill shall be cor- 
rectly enrolled? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object. 

[Cries of ** Too late ot 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks 
the objection comes too late, and will direct the 
correction to be made. 


the word ‘for’? in this connection. Nor do I 
suppose that thereare three gentlemen on the floor 
who cared whether it was one or the other word, 
or to what company the benefits or advantages 
of the grant should inure. 

But if there is a material difference in the bill 
by the substitution of the word ‘“‘and”’ for the 
word ‘for,’ I beg the House to remember that 
by the passage of this act, and by the subsequent 
or prior action of the Legislature of the Territory 
of Minnesota, rights may have been derived under 
that grant. Obligations may have been assumed, 
we may nag or — innocent parties may 

ave come in and been deceived by the passage _ , en 
of this law. If so,1 hold it wei aes Me right, a Se Tae See 
and it would not be in the power of this House, Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. While I think 
to withdraw that grant. I do not know how these || the time of the House is exceedingly precious at 
things are, but ft has been said here, upon the || ‘his period of the session, and as I trust that Con- 
floor of this House, by the gentleman from Missis- || t€S8 will not prolong its session beyond to-mor- 
sippi, [Mr. Barry,] and by others, that the origi- || W morning, as I believe we can transact the 
necessary business of the House by that time, 
with proper diligence, | move the previous ques- 
tion upon the proposition before the House. 

Mr. CULLOM. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair if the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. BreckiweiwweGer] is divisible, so that 
the question may first be taken upon the motion 
to print, and then upon the motion to discharge 
the committee from the further consideration of 
the subject? Iam willing that the reports and 
testimony shall be printed, but I am not willing 
that the committee shall be discharged without 
further investigation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the opinion 
of the Chair, if the motion of the gentleman from 
Tennessee prevails, and the matter is referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, the committee will not be discharged from 
the consideration of the subject. 

Mr. CULLOM. I did not understand the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee as making that motion. 

Mr. STANTON. I have not made any such 
motion. | gave notice that when the bills reportédl 
by the committee came up for consideration, if I 
could get the opportunity, [ should move to refer 
them to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, but I have no wish to give the re- 
ports that direction. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask the Speaker, 
that the House may correctly understand the 
condition of the business before us, if the motion 
pending is not that submitted by myself, that the 
committee be discharged from the further consid- 

| eration of the subject, and that the reports and 
testimony be printed? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tion now pending. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. What will be the 
effect of the previous question upon the motion ? 

TheSPEAKER. It will be to bring the House 
to a direct vote upon the matter under considera- 
tion. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the or- 
dering of the previous question bring the House 
to a vote upon the bills reported by the committee, 
as well as upon the reports and testimony reported 
therein ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The vote must be 
first upon disposing of the reports and testimony, 
and the House will decide as to its action upon 
the bills when they come up. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Certainly, the bills 
will be brought before the House as soon as the 
reports are disposed of. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question colital to be put, being upon Mr. 
BreckInRIpGce’s motion to discharge the com- 


Congress. Do you know, does this House know, 
has the committee examined the fact, whether this 
grant has passed into the hands of innocent pur- 
chasers, or whether its benefits inure to the origi- 
nal corporators, or to the parties who have been 
implicated in procuring this fraud ? 

Sir, it is doubtful whether fraud could be implied 
against any persons in reference to this matter, 
when it is shown, upon the floor of this House, 
that a member of this Heuse, acting upon his 
own belief as to the immateriality of this altera- 
tion, and designing to carry out the object of the 
committee, made this alteration innocently, and 
when the reports of both committees exonerate all 
parties of any intention of fraud. It seems to me 
that if any correction is to be made in this bill, it 
ought to be made according to the intention of the 
committee which reported the bill, when the in- 
tention of the House did not appear to be one 
way or the other, except that the bill passed the 
House in a condition not intended by those who 
reported it to the House. I think, sir, in order 
to perfect the eXamination of this question, the 
passage of those bills—if they are to be passed at 
all—ought to be postponed until they are deliber- 
ately examined; and, therefore, | shall move, at 
the proper time, to refer this matter to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I was going to in- 
quire, in advance of that proposition, and in order 
to dispose of this matter, that we may proceed to 
the other pressing business before the House, 
whether the motion pending is not that the reports ; 
‘ That is the mo- 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Then I insist upon | 
it, and call the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I understand that unani- | 
mous consent was given to take up first the bills 
and resolution reported before that motion was 
made. 

The SPEAKER. TheChair did not so under- 
stand it. The Chair stated that the pending 
question before the House was the proposition 
made by the committee through their organ, the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Brecktnninge, | 
to discharge the committee, and print the report 
and evidence. Did the Chair understand the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky as suggesting any other 
question? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. No sir. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I do not pro- 
pose to make any motion now; but when it shall 


subject to the Committee of the Whole on the | > a Roy end seuionneie 
state of the Union, in order that it may be post- || Mittee, and to print the report an o , 
poned until the next session, when it can be de- || Mr. CAMPBELL demanded the yeas and 


tely examined. nays, and tellers on the yeas and nays. 
merce 8 | Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Srvart, of 
ERROR IN FORTIFICATION BILL. 


Michigan, and WestTsRook were appointed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. One of the members of this |} The question was taken; and the yeas and nays 
House, upon the enrolling committee, has called || were ordered—fort members voting therefor. 
my attention to an error which has, by some|| Mr. SKELTON. If the committee be dis- 
means, crept into the fortification bill. The amend- || charged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject, will the bill be brought before us for our 
action ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The present 
occupant of the Chair may not be presiding when 
that question arises. The bill is not now before 
the Hones. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 1 would ask the 
| Speaker whether, if the committee be discharged 


priating $20,000 to preserve the fortification sites, 
&c., not mentioned in the bill, is, by the omis- 
sion of the word ‘ not,” made to apply to the 
fortifications included in the bill, and to which the 
appropriation was not intended to refer. It now 


It should have read: ‘ For | 
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from the further consideration of the subject, and 
the reports be ordered to be printed, it 1s not In 
the power of the House to act on the bill which is 
proposed: 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has 
stated several times that he may not be presiding 
over the body when this question arises. His 
opinion, however, is that the bill is not before the 
House, and that it can only get in by unanimous 
consent, or a suspension of the rules, because it is 
not within the provisions of the resolution creating 
and fixing the duties of the committee. The Chair 
may be wrong, but that is his decision. 

‘The question was then taken on Mr. Breckin- 
nipGe’s motion; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 95, nays 73; as follows: 

Y EAS—Measrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, Ashe, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bliss, 
Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Caruthers, 
Chambertain, Chastain, Chrisinan, Churchwell, Clark, 
Cobb, Curtis, John G. Davis, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, 
Fdgerton, Edmundson, Joha M. Elliott, Mnglish, Fenton, 
Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Green, Greenwood, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
Hughes, tngersoll, Johnson, George W. Jones, Keitt, 
Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Latham, Lindsley, Macdonald, 
Me Dougall, MeMullin, McNair, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, 
John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, 
Phillips, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, Rus 
sell, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, Gerrit 
Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Stratton, Straub, 
David Stuart, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Van 
sant, Walsh, Wells, Westbrook, and Hendrick B. Wright 

—¥.>, 

NAYS-—Messrs. Abercrombie, Bennett, Benson, Camp 
bell, Carpenter, Caskie, Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Cox, 
Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Dick, Eastman, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Farley, Faulkner, Flagler, Gid 
dings, Goode, Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Aaron Yarlan, Samp 
son W. Harris, Hill, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, Knox, Lamb, 
Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, 
Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, John 
Perkins, Powell, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Reese, David 
Ritchie, Rogers, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, Simmons, Skelton, 
William Smith,.George W. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Wade, 
Walley, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—73. 


So the motion was agreed to. 
REPEAL OF.THE MINNESOTA LAND BILL. 


The SPEAKER, (who here resumed the chair. ) 
The Chair is of opinion that the bills reported 
from the majority and minority of the committee 
are before the House, and in this shape: Without 
objection a bill was reported from the majority of 
the committee, and without objection the minority 
made a report, and moved a substitute for the 
majority’s bill. Under the operation of the pre- 
vious question, the question will first be on read- 
ing the bill reported from the majority of the com- 
mittee a second time. 

Mr. ORR. Does the previous question operate 
on the bills which have been reported from the 
committee? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question hav- 
ing been seconded, and the main question ordered 
to be now put, the second reading of the bill re- 
ported from the majority is under the operation of 
the previous question. 

Mr. BARRY. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of this subject, and by which the reports and 
accompanying testimony were ordered to be 
printed; and that that motion be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ORR. I agree entirely with the Chair that 
the two bills are properly before the House, they 
being portions of the majority and minority re- 
ports; but I did not suppose that the previous 
question operated on the bills. I rose for the 
purpose of moving to strike out the second section 


of the bill reported from the majority of the com- 
mittee. 


The SPEAKER. The bill has not been read 
a second time. By unanimous consent, both re- 
ports were made, and each, among other things, 
contained a proposition in the form of a bill. The 
bills were read the first time, but neither of them 
has been read a second time. The gentleman from 


ee 


Ohio has moved his as a substitute for that re- || 


ported by the majority. 


Mr. ORR. Then, when the bill is read a second | 


time, the previous question will be exhausted ? 
The SPEAKER. It will. 
The bill was read a second time. 





been 
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Mr. ORR. 
moved by the gentleman from Ohio is now before 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. ORR. It isin order to move an amend- 
ment to the bill reported by the majority. 

The SPEAKER. Itis in order. 

Mr. ORR. Then | move to strike out the 
second section of that bill, so that the bill formerly 
passed may be left in the condition in which it 
passed this body, and so that if any fraud has 
erpetrated, those who have perpetrated it 
will derive no advantage from it. I make the 
motion, and I demand the previous question upon 
it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. The effect of it will be to 
bring the House to a vote, first upon the amend- 
ment to the original bill as proposed by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] and then 
upon the substitute of the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. CampsBe.u. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina to withdraw the demand for the 
previous question. 

Mr. ORR. 
gentleman from North Carolina promises to re- 
new it. 


Mr. CRAIGE. 


The only object I have in 


asking the gentleman from South Carolina to | 
withdraw thedemand forthe previous question 1s, | 


that | may be allowed to make an inquiry. I de- 


sire to ask the Chair if the amendment of the | 


gentleman is adopted, whether it will be in order 


to offer another amendment, or whether the pre- | 
vious question would still apply, because I desire to | 
offer an amendment to strike out the bill reported 


by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Breckin- 
RIDGE, jand to insert in lieu thereof the bill originally 


| drawn by my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Letcu- 


ER,| to repeal the Minnesota land bill. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
make a suggestion. 
rious amendments proposed from different sides of 
the House, that there ts considerable contest about 
this matter. We are now within twenty-four hours 
of the close of the session, and it seems impossible 
to investigate this matter properly, and it ought, 


I desire to 


| therefore, to go over until the next session. I desire | 


to make a motion to refer the whole subject to the 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, 
| The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
| North Carolina give way for such a motion ? 
Mr. CRAIGE. I do not yield the floor for that 
| purpose. The object [ had in view was, that this 
matter might be placed in such a shape that the 
House could vindicate its own character and its 
own legislation. It must be perfectly apparent to 
the House, that both commiitees were agreed that 
a wrong had been perpetrated. In the language 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Camppe.t,] a 
| great fraud has been committed. Who committed 
that fraud, the committees have not apprised us? 
In order that we may vindicate our own honor, 
| and place this matter where it was before the falsi- 
fication of the record took place, I desire to have 


| 


/a direct vote upon the question of repealing this 


bill, thus indirectly casting censure upon those who 
did really perpetrate the fraud. In accordance with 
my promise to the gentleman from South Caro- 


lina, | renew the demand for the previous question. | 


But before I take my seat, I move to strike out the 
substitute offered by the gentleman from Ohio, 
{[Mr. Campsext,] and insert in lieu thereof, the bill 


originally reported by my friend from Virginia, || 


(Mr. Lercuer,] which is as follows: 


** That the bill entitled an act to aid the territory of Min- 
nesota, in the construction of a railroad therein, which 
passed this House on the 20th day of June, 1854, and ap- 
proved by the President of the United States, the 29th day 


| of June, 1854, be, and the same is hereby, repealed.” 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put, being first upon 


striking out the second section of the original bill, | 


as follows: 


*< And be it further enacted, That, in no event, by virtue | 
of any act heretofore passed by the said Territorial Legista- | 
| ture, shall the governor, auditor, or treasurer of such Terri- 


tory, have power to designate the company or companies to 
whose benefit the grant shall inure.’ 


The question was taken; and on a division, 


|| there were—ayes 43; noes not counted. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 


I understand that the substitute | 


W hat will be the effect of | 


I will withdraw the demand, if the | 


It is apparent, from the va- | 
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The question recurred on the amend 
the substitute, as offered by the gentlem 
North Carolina, (Mr. Craice.] 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. On that | 
ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PECK. I demand tellers on the yeas an 
nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, C 
and Peck were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes forty-nine, (more than one fifth of the mem. 
bers present. ) 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de. 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 105, nays 59. 45 

’ 
follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Ray ke 
Barksdale, Bennett, Benson, Bocock, Boyce, Brido.. 
Brooks, Bugg, Carpenter, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman’ 
Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullom, Curtis, Dawson, Dick. Dow’ 
dell, Edmands, Edmlndson, John M. Elliott, Ellisoy. 
English, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Flagler, Piorenc: 
Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodneh, Grey, Grow, Aare, 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Hibbard, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, George Ww 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwedl, Kittredge, Knox, Kurz 
Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, Limdsley, MeNair, MeQiou' 
Matteson, Maurice, Millson, Morgan, Morrison, Murray’ 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Pook 
Peckham, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Preston, pyy’ 
year, Ready, David Ritchie, Rogers, Ruffin, Sage, Shap. 
non, Shaw, Skelton, William Smith, William RK. Smiy 
George W. Smyth, Straub, John J. Taylor, Jovy 1, 
Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, ! rout, Vail, Vansant, Wad» 
Walsh, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Hendrick B. Wrigh; 
and Zollicoffer—105. , 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Appie. 
ton, Barry, Bell, Bliss, Breckinridge, Campbell, Caruthers, 
Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Crocker. 
Cumming, John G. Davis, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, 
Edgerton, Giddings, Greenwood, Andrew J. Harlan, Hey. 
dricks, Henn, Hughes, Johnson, Roland Jones, Mey). 
loch, Macdonald, MeMullin, Macy, John G. Miller, Say 
Miller, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Pennington, Phelps, 
Pratt, Réese, Richardson, Riddle, Rowe, Russell, Salyy, 
Sapp, Seward, Simmons, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Alex. 
ander H. Stephens, David Stuart, Thurston, Upham, 
Walley, Ellinu B. Washburne, and Wells—59, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CRAIGE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was agreed to, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to, 

The question’ was then taken upon the subsii- 
tute, as amended; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move two lay the bill upon 
the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
read a third time. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I demand the previous ques. 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill, as amended, was then passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table; which later 
motion was agreed to. 

The title was then read, as follows: 

An act declaring the true intent and meaning of 
an act approved the 2d of June, 1854, entitled 
‘* An act to aid the Territory of Minnesota inthe 
construction of a railroad therein.’’ 

Mr. CRAIGE. I move to amend the title % 
as to make it read: 

An act to repeal an act entitled ‘* An act to aid 
the Territory of Minnesota in the construction 0! 
a railroad therein,” approved the 2d of June, 
1854. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULES. 


Mr. LETCHER. I move to suspend the If' 
and 17th joint rules, so that this bill may be seo! 
to the Senate and yee by the President. 

Mr. WALSH. object. 

Mr. LETCHER. I moveto suspend the rules. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
resolution has been sent to us from the Sens!t 

proposing to suspend those rules for the remainde! 
of the session. I ask the Chair if there 1s % 
such a resolution upon the Speaker’s table? | 
The SPEAKER. There is such a resolutio! 
from the Senate. 
Mr. LETCHER. I ask that it may be read. 
It was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the 16th and 17th joint rules be suspené 
| ed, so fat as relates t» bills which have been or may” 
| passed during the present session. 


LING May 


lisp, 


If I am not mistaken,!, 
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1854. 


ur. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to amend 
* peeolution, so as to make it apply only to 

which have been passed. It is the usual 
vom to suspend the rules only for bills which 


een passed, and not to suspend them alto- 





e* rhe SPEAKER. The Senate resolution will 
be considered as before the House, unless objected 

Mtr. HAVEN. I desire to say that I shall ob- 
tg this resolution being taken up, and that I 
“hall object to any business being done out of or- 
ier unul the river and harbor bill has been taken 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 
~ ries of ** Order!’ * Order !’’] 

Mr. JONES. I submit that the objection of 
the eentieman from New York comes too late. 
The resolution had been taken up fromthe Speak- 
ers table, and read without objection. 

“The SPEAKER. It is due to the gentleman 
fom New York to state that he was upon the floor 
addressing the ©hair—the Chair did not know for 
what purpose—before the resolution was taken 
up. The Chair, however, recognized the gentle- 
man from Tennessee. He now decides, therefore, 
that the objection comes tn time; and the question 
will be upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 
moving to suspend the 16th and 17th joint rules, 
so far as this bill is concerned. 

The question was taken; and (two-thirds having 
yoted in the affirmative) the rules were suspended. 

The motion to suspend the 16th and 17th joint 
rules was agreed to. 

REMOVAL OF THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. HUNT obtained the floor. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House do now proceed to the | 
consideration of the business upon the Speaker’s 
table, in order that the amendments of the Senate | 
to the homestead bill may be taken up. I may 
move further to amend, so as to more securely 
preserve the rights of actual settlers. 

Mr. HUNT. Iam entitled to the floor, Mr. 
Speaker, on a question of privilege. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would ask the gentle- 
man, before he states his question of privilege, to 
allow me to make a motion in*regard to the busi- 
ness of the special committee, which reported this 
morning, in order that it may be closed up. 

Mr. HUNT. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that that commit- 
tee be authorized to certify to the claim of the 
clerk employed by it, and that he be paid. 

There was no objection; and the motion was 
acreed to. 

‘Mr. HUNT. The question of privilege wfich 
I now feel it my duty to offer to the consideration 
of the House, inasmuch as no action on the sub- 
ject has been proposed on the other side of the 
House, is embraced in the following resolution: 


Resolved, That John W. Forney, the Clerk of this House, 
by directing and causing to be made the alteration of House 
bill No. 342, entitled **An act to aid the Territory of Minne- 
sotain the construction of a railroad therein,’? mentioned in 
the report of the special committee of this House, bas falsi- 
fied a record of this House in violation of the parliamentary 
law and of his sworn duty, and that the said John W. 
Forney, Clerk of the House of Representatives, should be, 
a is hereby, removed from the office of Clerk of this 

ouse,. 


Mr. DISNEY. I rise to apoint of order. My | 
point is simply this: A question, to bea privileged 
one, must relate to some right or privilege of the 
member raising it, or of some other member of 
this House in whose behalf, or against whom, the 
question is raiseds A matter impeaching an offi- 
cer of this House is not a privileged question by 
parliamentary law; and therefore | hold that the 
gentleman is not entitled to the floor as moving a 
privileged question. 

Mr. HUNT. This is a matter which concerns 
the honor and character of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order which has been raised by the 
gentleman from Ohio. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the question of the gentleman from Louisiana isa 
question of privilege. 

Mr. HUNT. Mr. Speaker, this is a question 
concerning the integrity of the proceedings in which 
you participate. The personal honor of every 
member, and the character of this House, and of 
this nation, are involved in its consideration. 


Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of the House, the | 
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Clerk of the House of Representatives is an in- 
formed and experienced officer. He knows well 
the parliamentary law, and thoroughly under- 
stands the duty and the business of the Clerk’s 
office. With this knowledge and this experience, 
we find that he has knowingly and deliberately 
directed and caused to be made, an alteration fulst- 
fying the proceedings of this House in the bill to 
which I have referred, and that to such a degree, 
that the House has felt it to be its duty imme- 
diately, and with an almost unanimous voice, to 
repeal the actin question. It is said, in one of the 
reports from the special committee, that the Clerk 
has not been actuated by a corrupt motive in this 
matter—that he has not been bribed. 

Sir, | do not look to the motive of the Clerk, 
which I do uot know in this case. I look to his 
act—to his act, which has just made you feel it to be 
your duty to repeal thealtered act. I look to the 
character of this House—to the integrity of our 
proceedings, and to the maintenance of the parli- 
amentary law confided to us by our constituents; 


, and I say that we owe it to our individual honor, 


and to the character of this House, and of this 


| nation, to maintain and preserve the integrity of 


our proceedings—to uphold the parliamentary law, 


; and to remove him from office, who, having falsi- 


fied the record, is unworthy any longer of the 


| confidence of this House and of this nation. 


Sir, my reason for presenting aresolution look- 


| ing directly to the Clerk, is, because he is fons et 


origo mali, the head and front of this offending; 


| because, if he had done his duty, the shame and 


the reproach of a falsification could not have been 
cast upon the records of the House. 

Mr. Speaker, | was well pleased to hear the 
concluding remarks of one of the reports read this 


| morning; and as they are so apposite to the pres- 


ent occasion, so justly applicable to the case be- 
fore us, and should not fail to exert a wholesome 
influence on our judgment and conduct, I will beg 
leave of the House to read them in the present 
connection: 

** If such a system [such action as has taken place in the 


present instance] prevails, there can be no certainty or 
reliability in congressional action. There can be no safety 


| to members under such a practice, because it falsifies the 


votes they give under the solemnities of their oath, by 
making them appear as voting for measures which they 
would have opposed. It brings odium upon Congress, and 
destroys public confidence in congressional proceedings. 
‘The sanctity of the record should always be preserved, 


and those charged with it, should be held to the most rigid | 


| accvuntability.”’ 


I have acted in this matter upon the suggestions 


| of my own understanding and feelings, regulated 


by my views of right. Finding that no one had 
come forward to offer such a motion as I deemed 
called for, and concurring in the honorable senti- 


| ments uttered by the gentleman from North Car- 


olina, [Mr. Craice,] who addressed you in rela- 
tion to the repeal of the altered act, I have thought 
proper to submit the resolution, which is now be- 
fore the House, for its consideration. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. After hearing 
the reports of this committee, I think that there is 
no necessity on the part of the House, nor is it 
our duty to take the action indicated by the reso- 
lution d@the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. 


| Hunt.] Both of these reports state conclusively, 


if 1 did not misunderstand the reading, that there 
was no proof before the committee showing any 
culpability on the part of any individual having 
any connection with this matter whatever. How- 
ever improper the cominittee may have considered 
the act, and however improper the House may 
consider it, if there was no improper motive, no 
improper intent—and this committee have so con- 
sidered it—the House should not and ought not to 
take the course indicated by the gentleman from 
Louisiana. I think, as I stated when { was up 
before, that the facts disclosed by the majority and 


| minority reports show that there was not the 


slightest intention upon the part of any one of 
the gentlemen named to commit a wrong, much 
less a fraud. I have not seen in the facts as 
reported by the committee any evidence that there 
was any intention on the part of these gentle- 
mento commit even an impropriety. Why should 


| this House sanction the course which the gentle- 


| 


| 


man from Louisiana (Mr. Hunt] has indicated, 
and remove the Clerk? las anything been dis- 
closed which warrants an impeachment of his 
motives, Or an imputation upon his character and 


integrity? The gentleman from Louisiana says | 


BE. 


2101 
in this resolution that the Clerk has falsified the 
records. Sir, | do not so understand it atall. I 
do not consider, from the reports of the committee, 
that the Clerk was guilty of any falsification of 
the record. If in the original bill the word ha 
been inserted in the character ‘* &,”’ and if the 
subordinate clerk had asked him, ‘* Shall | write 
the word a-n-d instead of the character?”’ and he 
had been told to write it out ‘and,’ would that 
have been falsification of therecord? And yetthe 
facts disclosed show no more intention of com- 
mitting a fraud upon the country, making a falsi- 


fication of the record, than if this very thing had 


been done. Or again, if a word had been written 
in figures in the original bill, and if the subordi- 
nate clerk had asked the Clerk, ** Shall I write it 
out?”’ and he had written it out, it would have 
been the same as in this case, so far as the inten- 
tion og motive is concerned. In such a case the 
act might be improper—the Clerk might have no 
right.to make the alteration of his own record— 
yet where there is no criminal motive, where there 
is no intention of fraud, where there is not even 
the consciousness of any impropriety, how could 
a party be charged with falsification, and why 
should this House take such a course aa that in- 
dicated by the gentleman from Louisiana? I 
think it is time to stop this affair. We have 


already gone too far, in my opinion. I think 
there is no propriety in our going further. I am 


utterly opposed to the resolution submitted by the 
gentleman from Louisiana. Amongst the first and 
greatest duties we owe to ourselves, and the coun- 
try, 1s to do justice to all parties, and to deal un- 
justly towards none. ‘Tocast censure where there 
was no bad motive or improper intent, would, in 
my opinion, be an act of gross injustice on our 
part. 

Mr. ORR. The reports that have been made 
by this special committee exonerate entirely not 
only the honorable gentleman from Michigan, 
who reported the bill, but the Clerk also. The 
testimony states, distinctly, that the mentber of 
this House who originally reported this bill from 
the Committee on Public Lands, which has given 
rise to this controversy, went to the Clerk of the 
House to have the required alteration made, sup- 
posing that such alteration was immaterial. The 
Clerk then declined to make it until he would 
have conferred with a Clerk of the Senate who 
had much more experience in such matters than 
the Clerk of the House. And inasmuch as the 
Clerk of the Senate told the Clerk of the House 
that it was customary to make these alterations, 
he directed it to be made. Now, I have no doubt 
that the parties who went originally to Mr. Sre- 
VENs to get him to make the alteration, had a 
fraudulent purpose to subserve; and | have as 
little doubt that the honorable gentleman, {Mr. 
Srevens,] and the Clerk of the House, were en- 
trapped into making the alteration, supposing that 
it was an immaterial one. 

Besides that, if it were proper that action should 
have been taken on the subject, I think that the 
honorable gentleman from Louisiana should have 
offered his resolution as a substitute for the reso- 
lution offered by the committee. It would have 
been then appropriate ; it would have been then 
in order for bien to have moved his resolution. 
If the committee had felt or seen anything in the 
testimony which would have at all justified the 
proceeding against the Clerk, that committee, as 
honorable men, would have felt themselves bound 
to report to the House, and to recommend the 
removal of the Clerk. They did not so recom- 
mend. But the honorable gentleman from Louis- 
iana proposes his resolution at this time. He 
does not allege that there was any — inten- 
tion or improper motive in making the alteration. 
He believes there was a wrong done—and it is ¢. 
great wrong—upon the House. It wasan impro- 
priety in the Clerk; it was an impropriety in those 
who made the change. It was the duty of the 
Clerk to have the bill engrossed exactly as it passed 
the House, whether it made sense or not. But 
when he had before him the testimony of the Sen- 
ate Clerk that this was a customary thing, when 
there is not a particle of téstimony implicating his 
honor or integrity in the least degree, I think it 
would look very much like persecuting the Clerk 
of the House if we were to prosecute the investi- 
gation any further; and, therefore, | move to lay 
the resolution on the table. 


Mr. HUNT. I hope the gentleman from South 
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Carolina will not do that; it is not just nor gen- 
erous. The gentleman has—I do not consider in 
an offensive light—reproached me for not having 
been quicker in my action upon this matter. 
Whv, sir, it is only x few minutes since these re- 
ports of the special committee were read. I had 
known nothing of what they contained. 1 

fhe SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The question 
is not debatable. 

Mr. ORR. Uf the gentleman from Louisiana 
devires to make any explanation | will allow him 
to do so before 1 insist on my motion to lay the 
resolution on the table, 

Mr. HUNT. Certainly it is my purpose to 
make a personal explanation, and | will notabuse 
even the poor privilege which the gentleman 
allows me. It isa personal explanation to account 
for my conduct in this matter, 1 felt it my duty 
to act upon this matter as soon asl could. It is 
not five minutes since the reports were reed, and 
] knew nothing of their contents previous to the 
reading. My remarks are in order, and are not 
precluded by the action of the House upon the 
reports. The reports recommend a a of the 
altered law. Thatrepeal has been made. I have 
my own views of the conduct of the Clerk, and 
of the penalty which should fall upon him. As 
soon as | had an opportunity, after the repeal of 
the altered act took place, | rose in my place and 
offered the resolution which I had hoped would 
have come from some gentleman on the other 
side of the House. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. 
gentleman one question. 

Mr. HUNT. A thousand, sir, if you please. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Lask the gentleman 
whether both reports do not exonerat# every one 
connected with this business? 

Mr. HUNT. The gentleman asks me a ques- || 
tion which answers itself upon the record before || 
the House; he asks me argumentatively, and I 
must be allowed to reply argumentatively. 1 re- 
ply, first, by saying that! am an independent || 
gentleman and legislator; and that if he, and all 
the friends connected with him in politics, or by 
social intercourse, were of one mind, and I was 
of another, I should feel it my duty to express 
my independent opinion. Is that an answer? 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. It is not. 

Mr. HUNT. Well, sir, the gentleman may | 
be controlled by the judgment of others. I judge | 
from the facts as disclosed. I did not say that || 
I believed the Clerk had been bribed. There is 
no evidence upon the subject. This rule of law | 
is charitable: De non apparentibus, et non existen- || 
tibus eadem est ratio. 

‘The presumption is that he has not been bribed; 
and | do not know what influences have been 
brought to bear upon his mind. But I think the 
integrity of this ean involved in this matter, 
and so regarding it, I have brought it to the at- 
tention of the House. 

Mr. ORR. 
gentleman from Louisiana would adopt exactly | 
the course he has indicated, if he felt himself | 
standing alone, and all the rest of the House |, 
against him. I think, however, that the House 
will be prepared to sustain the report of both the || 
majority and minority of the committee that there 
is nothing in the testimony or circumstances going || 
to show that there was any fraud, direct or indi- 
rect, upon the part of either Mr. Srevens, of 
Michigan, or the Clerk of this House. ‘Therefore , 
I move to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. HAVEN. Lask the gentleman from South 
Carolina to give me a moment? 

[Cries of ** No!’’ ** No!” and * Question!’ 

Mr. WHEELER. I cail for the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHANDLER. ‘I rise with earnestness to 
ask the gentleman from South Carolina to with-| 
draw his motion for a moment. His motion is | 
doing injustice to his friend. 

Mr. ORR. As the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia comes from Mr. Forney’s own town, and dif- 
fers with him in politics, 1 withdraw the motion 
to lay the resolution ou the table, that he may be 
heard, But f ask him to renew the motion. 





' 


I desire to ask the 


Mr. CHANDLER. I rise to appeal to the || lution upon the table. 


House in behalf of-—— 
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I have no doubt that the honorable || 


had no right to withdraw his motion to lay upon 
the table after the yeas and nays were called. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman had the right 
to withdraw his motiofi, no action having been 
taken upon it. 
nia is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, | do not rise 
to defend the Clerk of this House; because | do not 
know anything of the circumstances of the case, 
more than has been stated in the reports. I listened 
with interest to the reports, both of the majority 
and the minority of the committee, and | was com- 
pelled to believe that an error—a gross error—has 
been committed—one that calls for the deliberate 
consideration, and, perhaps, the censure of the 
House. : 

3ut, sir, the proposition is now made to strike 
down a man before he can be heard. If I under- 
stood the statement of the gentleman from Mich- 


igan, (Mr. Srevens,] the other day, he fully, || 
, clearly, and distinetly relieved our Clerk from any 


appearance of any intention to do anything wrong, 
if wscnd was done. And if | understand the re- 
port of both the majority and minority, he stands 
acquitted of intentional wrong by the whole of the 
committee. 

Mr. HUNT. The Clerk must be presumed— 
although he is seldom seen here—to know what 
is going on in the House. He must have known 
that this investigation was going on. Now, I desire 
to ask the chairman of the committee who had the 
matter in charge, whether Mr. Forney was no- 


tified in relation to this matter, and whether he || 


was called before the committee? 


Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, I am nota | 


political friend, scarcely a personal friend, of this 
officer of the House. We are antagonistic to 
each other in our politics. The peculiar position 
of antagonism of political men in the city in which 


| we live, is such as to give rise to no feelings of 
| special friendship between us. 


But, sir, | speak 
this word as a man. 


heard. ‘* Strike, but hear.”’ 


Our laws punish no man without trial. And, 


| sir, if the blow is to be struck, it must fall first 


upon the honorable gentleman from Michigan. 


|, Not that I impute to him any wrong, if any wrong 
But if there is to be any censure | 


has been done. 
passed upon any one, honorable gentlemen must 
know that it will fall first, however it may be 


| aimed, upon the gentleman from Michigan. Who 


does not know that, if we ave to strike this blow, 
before it can reach the Clerk of this House, it 


| must fall with triple implication upon our co- 
| member? 


Mr. HUNT. I can hear the gentleman very 
imperfectly in the confusion. Do I understand 
him to cast an imputation upon me for not first 
instituting proceedings against Mr. Srevens, of 


|, Michigan ? 


Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly not. The hon- 
orable gentleman knows that I deem him an hon- 
orable man. But itis but right that he should 
deal honorably, justly, and even mergifully with 
any man before he would strike him down; before 


he would press a proposition which carries with | 
, it an imputation, placing him in a position, the 


atmosphere of which will hang around him all his 
life. he suspicion of intended wrong is of itself 
a horrible punishment for an error. 

I repeat it, sir, 1 do not say the Clerk of the 
House has not committed error. 


it. But I say that the very defense which is 
forced upon his friends is of itself almost a suf- 
ficient punishment for the error. That we should 
preserve purity, integrity, and correctness in our 


documents, is something which needs no argu- | 


ment to, prove, it requires no consideration. But, 
sir, the character of our body for justice, the char- 
acter of our institutions demands that we should 
be pure as the parchment upon which we record 


| 
1 


|| our acts. 


| I say, therefore, that I would rather not see the 


question put in the form in which the honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] has 

resented it to the blouse, viz: To lay the reso- 
Let the previous question 


|| be called, and then let us have a direct vote on the 


Mr SEWARD. Lise to a question of order. || resolution. If I vote to lay the resolution upon 


I submit that the gentleman from South Carolina | 





the table, it may be said that I voted to stifle in- 


OBE. 


The gentleman frem Pennsylva- 


I speak it as one who asks | 
that, before the blow be struck, the man at whom | 
itis aimed shall have the opportunity of being | 


t I do not say | 
that he ought not to receive the rebuke which, in | 
.| a modified form, this resolution will carry with 
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quiry. If I do not vote to lay it upon t 

it may be said that lam expressing Semin 
the Clerk. 

_ Mr. ORR. I hope, then, that the gentlema 
instead of renewing my motion, will cal! for . 
previous question on the resolution. F 


e, 


m yself againgt 


Mr. HAVEN. I hope that the gentle 1 
do no such thing. I woeld hate, fs idles 
_what has taken place, to have it go out to ie 
| country that the floor is farmed out among the 
| friends of the accused, and that nobody else ne 
| be heard. . 
Mr. CHANDLER. I do not stand upon thi 
floor as the friend of the Clerk. Ido not stand 
| here as his advocate or defender; I only stand herg 
| as the asserter of justice, and of the proper 
'of procedure. I ask that the House shal! Inquire 
before it passes censure. I ask it to consider 
first, all that has been so candidly and satisfy. 
torily said by gentlemen of the committee, | 
ask that we should not distinguish the terming. 
tion of this session of Congress: by an act which 
| we cannot recall—an act which becomes injustice 
| even if the error is sufficient to it. The punish. 
ment becomes injustice by the manner and temper 
in which itis administered. I do not wish to with. 
hold any man, whoever, or wherever he may be 
from the well earned censure to which he may 
have exposed himself. If he is guilty, let him be 
| punished. If he has etred, let there be corre. 
tion or commonition; but, before we do one or 
the other, let him be heard. Let him presen; 
the matter to the House by his friends; anj 
|| more than all, let us pause before we strike the 
blow. Between the accusation and the trial, je 
there be time to deliberate and sober down ovr 
| thoughts; and, between the sentence and the blow 
let there be something to distinguish our justice, 

| and show that we only seek our rights. 

Mr. HUNT. Allow me a word before yoy 
move the previous question. [t has been said by 
the honorable gentleman, that a hearing should 
have been granted to the Clerk. Does the hon. 
orable gentleman recollect the nature of this pro. 
ceeding? This was an investigation into the 
conduct of the Clerk and others. It was wel! 
understood, and well known by the Clerk, and 
every man upon ghis floor. The committee called 
the Clerk before them and heard him. He testi- 
fied under oath. Is the honorable gentleman pre- 
| pared to say that we have not the full evidence in 
regard to this matter from the Clerk’s statement, 
as well as the testimony of the other witnesses? 
It was so full, sir, that the committee asked for no 
|| further time to prosecute this investigation. The 
|, committee did not believe that he was bribed, or 
oe by a corrupt motive; but they had a full 

nowledge of his participation in the matter of 
| alteration. ‘It eo to me, therefore, that the 
} argument that he has not had a hearing is unjust. 
|| And, sir, does the House of Representatives owe 
nothing to its own character and to the country? 
That is the question. 
|| Mr. CHANDLER. I know, sir, that the 
|| gentleman has not uttered, but he has continually 
insinuafed the charge of bribery on this floor, by 
repeatedly saying that he had not made it. 

Mr. HUNT. The gentleman is mistaken in 
| my character. I do not believe that the Clerk has 
|| received a quid pro quo. It does not appear, and 
| I do not believe it. 1 do not charge it, and | never 
insinuate. The gentleman knows my character 
too well, and he will do me the justice to say tha! 
1 am accustomed to speak right on, and call things 
by their right names. I judge of the Clerk’s act 
by the surrounding circumstances and his officia! 
character. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I only wish that other 
members of the House understood the gentleman's 
character as well as he imagines that | do; fort 
cannot have escaped gentlemen that that was the 
(| undertone of his remarks. 

Mr. HUNT. Does the gentleman mean, after 
my disavowal, to repeat such a thing as that? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not. Exactly the 
contrary. I only mean toexpress regret that the 
gentleman should have found it necessary to make 
such a disavowal. 

Mr. HUNT. God knows what his motives 
jare. They are known only to the great Searcher 
| of hearts. 

Cries of ** Order!’’} 
| r. CHANDLER. I wish simply to say, th! 
all we know of this matter is, thata member 0 
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pig House declared upon his honor—and that || | 
“ag sufficient for us—that he was instructed to || the reports which has been made to this House, 
ae such alteration by the committee; that he | and both of them exonorate Mr. Stevens, of 
rr he had made it; and when it appeared || Michigan, and every officer of the House, and we 
re passage of the bill that one word was | are asked here to give, what the lawyers call,a 
omitted, that he went to one of the engrossing judgment notwithstanding the verdict. I do not 
‘orks and asked to have it altered; that he de-| wish to say anything more except to reiterate for 
“ned toact until Mr. Forney had looked into the || myself, what has been said by the gentleman of 
matter; WHO, doubtful in regard to it, although | Ohio, relating to the Clerk of this House, and that 
anable to see what material effect it would have, || is, that | am not on intimate terms with, and do 
appealed to others of more acquaintance and ex- | not stand as the advocate of m social friend, but 
perience in these matters, and gathered from them | that | stand here asa man for a man, and in be- 
‘hat it was ** within the line of safe precedent.’’ | half of justice, and nothing more. | took the floor 
That seems to be the history of the case. The | at the kindness of the gentleman from South Caro- 
,onorable gentleman from Louisiana asks whether | lina, with the promise that [ would renew his mo- | 
the House of Representatives does not owe some- | tion; and I therefore call the previous question, on 
thing to its sense of justice in this matter. Sir, | the motion that the resolution be laid on the table. 
i is one of the first duties which this House owes Mr. HAVEN. Is the previous question de- 
manded by the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 


»» itself to avoid injustice. 
“Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 ask the gentleman from The SPEAKER. Itis. 
' Mr.HAVEN. Then I ask him to withdraw 


Pennsylvania to fe me the floor for a moment. || _ 
Mr. CHANDLER. Then I will request my | it? 
friend from Ohio to be as brief as possible, not in Mr.CHANDLER. I took the floor by the 
ecard to myself, but to the time of the House. courtesy of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
Mr. CAMPBELL. The gentleman who has ye Orr,] and T have discharged my duty, and 
yielded to me the floor for a moment has certainly give back the subject to the gentleman from South 
farmed it oat to no friend of Mr. Forney. In poli- | Carolina. The floor is his and not mine. 
ics Lam hisantipode. I differ from him, I believe, Mr. HAVEN. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
on every great issue before the country. I have || vania dare not take the responsibility, and I ask 
always voted against him when he has been a || the gentleman from South Carolina to withdraw it? 
candidate for the office of Clerk of this House. : Mr. CHANDLER. I dare not take the respon- 
Socially, | have had no intercourse with him. I | sibility of doing what | have promised not to do. 
believe that the whole amount of my conversations || Mr.ORR. The gentleman from South Caro- 
with him during the entire term I have served in || lina dare take the responsibility, and remembering 
this House—now five years—would not make up || how he was treated by the gentleman from New 
the space of thirty minutes, and then exclusively |, York the other day, he declines to withdraw it. 
on business matters. In short, sir, | may say, to || Loud cries of ** Good !’’} 
be frank, I do not like the man. But I do under- || Ir. LETCHER. Is it in order to move to 
tuke to say, nevertheless, with great respect to ! postpone this matter until the second Tuesday in 
the opinions of my friend from Louisiana, [Mr. | December next? _ 
Hont,] that I think, under all the circumstances The SPEAKER. It is not, as the previous 
of the case, it would be an act of injustice for us || question is pending. 
to take any hasty action on a resolution calcu- || Mr. HAVEN. I desire the yeas and nays. 
lated to affect the reputation of this officer. He|| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman cannot have 
is no friend of mine; but, sir, 1 should deserve || them upon the demand for the previous question. 
the scorn of all honorable men were I not, as a Mr. HAVEN. Very well. I will wait until I 
member of this House, incapable of doing aught, |; can have them. 
willfully, to blast the honor of any political or per- | The eoee question was then seconded. 
sonal foe, without full proof of guilt, and calm, || Mr. HAVEN. Can the yeas and nays be de- 
| manded properly upon ordering the main question? 


impartial, and deliberate investigation. Now, Mr. | 
Speaker, I had the honor of being on the com- The SPEAKER. The gentleman can demand 
them upon that question. 


mittee who reported this morning; and akhough 

not agreeing with the majority upon all the points, Mr. HAVEN. I do demand them then. 

yet, after a most careful and laborious investiga- || The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 


tion, my mind was impressed with the conviction |! 
that this alteration—so far as we were enabled to || the affirmative—yeas 136, nays 41, as follows: 
|| YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 


learn from the testimony which, in a short time, || : 

we were enabled to bring before us—was, so far || Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barks- 
- ns || dale, Barry, Belcher, Bell, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckin- 

asthe Clerk and the gentleman from Michigan | ridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Caruthers, Chamberlain, 

| 

| 


| 


r 


were concerned, rather the result of a disposition | Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cling 
to accommodate friends, or of a neglect in not || man, Cobb, Corwin, Craige, Cumming, Curtis, John G. 
looking inte the legal effect of the change, than |, Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, 
- cE oe || Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. 
any corrupt or selfish purpose. No Impropriety || Ejiiott, English, Everhart, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, 
is yet disclosed, other than that which was the || Fuller, Gamble, Greenwood. Grow, Aaron Harlan, Audrew 
result of the hurry or negligence of the occasion. \\ J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hen- 
Certainly there a? nothing = the testimony which | Johnson, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, 
should now induce us to stigmatize him with || Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lilly, Lindsley, Mac 
acting from corrupt motives. I have risen for the || donald, McDougall, McMullin, McNair, Macy, Maurice, 
purpose of making a suggestion, and I hope“it | as ee ne Ce eee pt on 
rit ison, Miu 7, Nichols, Nobile, ds, Andrew oT, 
wit be adopted by the common consent both of || decad Otiver, Ore, Packer, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, 
the friends and opponents of the Clerk; and I |) pratt, Ready, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, 
make the suggestion for the reason, that if a vote || Ruffin, Russell, Sapp, Seward, Shaunon, Shower, Single 
is now taken, the members of the House will be ee ee per ar oe a re at 
. } : : ryeorge W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richar . Stan- 
compelled to vote in the dark, until they have read ton, Riezander H. Stephene, Straub, John J. Taylor, John 
the tesumony now ordered to be printed. if gen- || L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Wade, 
Uemen will allow the consideration of this reso- || Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, Ellinu B. Washburne, Wells, 
lution to be postponed until sometime in Decem- Soe — B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and 
2 ° . 2ZniiLcoter—100. 
ber, the testimony will have been printed; and NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Ball, Bennett, Benson, 
i § member will then be able to make up his Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Cook, Crocker, Cullotm, 
mind upon the facts contained in that record. It || Edmands, Thomas b. Eliot, Farley, Flagler, Giddings, 
will be much better for the Clerk, if he is to be | Goode, Goodrich, Grey, Harrison, Haven, Hill, Hunt, 
exonerated, that it should be done by a large vote. | Knox, Letcher, McCulloch, McQueen, Matteson, Millson, 
0 ty - 7 ; y g » || Morgan, Parker, Pennington, Powell, Puryear, Sabin, 
after full investigation; and if, on the other hand, || Sage, Skelton, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Wal- 
this House shall then find that it is necessary for 


ley, Israel Washburn, and Wheeler—4l. 
the protection of its integrity, after examining all || So the main question was ordered to be now 


the proof, they ean declare him guilty then, and || put, being upon the adoption of Mr. Hunt’s res- 
turn him out of office. I make that suggestion, || olution. 

Mr. Speaker, and I hope that the gentleman who Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays. 

have participated in this proceeding, will, by The yeas and nays were ordered. 

common consent, allow it to go over. We are The question was then taken; and it was de- 
now upon the eve of the session, and if this 
House finds it necessary to have a new Clerk, || lows: 


dricks, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Ingersoll, 


cided in the negative—yeas 15, nays 154; as fol- 


2103 
Knox, Letcher, Millson, Parker, Powell, Andrew Start, 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, 
Belcher, Bell, Benson, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, 
Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Campbeil, Caruthers, Chandler, 
Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, 
Corwin, Craige, Crocker, Cumming, Curtis, Jofin G. Davis, 
Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dun- 
ham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, English, Everhart, Farley, 
Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Goodrich, 
Greenwood, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, 
Hibbard, Howe, Hughes, Ingersoll, Johuson, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kid- 
well, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lilly, Lindsley, 
Macdonald, McDougall, MeMullin, McNair, McQueen, 
Macy, Matteson, May, Mayall, John G. Miller, Smith Mil- 
ler, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble. Olds, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Peckham, 
Pennington, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Pringle, 
Ready, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Russell, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, 
Shower, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, William Smith, William 
R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, 
Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, 
Waiker, Walley, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, 
John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Daniel 


B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—154. 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills and joint resolutions; which thereupon re- 
ceived the signature of the Speaker: 

An act for the further relief of Albro Tripp; 

An act for the relief of the civil township of 
Marion, in the county of Mercer, Ohio; 

An act for the relief of John Fink; 

An act for the relief of Joseph McMinn; 

An act for the relief of John McVey and John 
F. McKneely, of Louisiana; 

An act for the relief of WaD. Porter, of the 
United States Navy; 

An act for the relief of James Walsh; 
| Anact for therelief of Benjamin Hammond, 
of the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of Henry N. Halsted; 

_ An act for the relief of Rebecca Baggerley, 
| widow of David Baggerley, deceased ; 

| Anact for the relief of Jesse R. Faulkner, of 
| Missouri; 

| An act for the relief of Mary H. Cushing; 

An act to provide a pension for James K. 

| Welch; 


|| An act for the relief of Henry J. Snow, of 


Rome, in the State of New York; 

An act for the relief of James M. Lewis; 

An act for the relief of Charlotte S. Westcott; 

Joint resolution directing the accounting officers 
of the Treasury to adjust the account of William 
Woodbury, late pension agent at Portland, 

| Maine; 

An act for the relief of William H. Weirich; 
and 

An act making appropriations for fortifications 

| and other works of defense, and for repairs of 
barracks and quarters for the year ending June 
| 30, 1855. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the Chair appoint two additional 
members on the Committee on Enrolled Bills? It 

| becomes necessary, the Chair understands, on 
account of the mass of business on hand. 

No objection was made; and the Speaker ap- 
pointed Messrs. Sapp and Srrarron such addi- 
tional members on the Committee on Enrolled 
| Bills. 


THE COLT PATENT CASE. 


Mr. LETCHER. [I rise to what I suppose is 

a privileged question. As chairman of the selevt 
committee raised te investigate the influences 
brought to operate upon members of Congress in 

| reference to the Colt case, and in reference to other 
| cases, | am now ready to report. I have areport 
|| to make, signed by the gentleman from Indiana, 
| (Mr. Eppr,] the gentleman from North Carolina, 
| (Mr. Rurrin,}] and myself. The gentleman from 
| New York, (Mr. Wueever,] and the gentleman 
from Rhode Island, [Mr.'Tuursron,} have another 
report; and the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
ZoLuicorrer| has another report; and the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Exror,]} still 
another report. [Laughter.} The reports are 


they can act upon the matter more understandingly | YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Bennett, Caspenter, Cas- || 2ccompanied by the evidence taken before the 


at the opening of the next session. 


|| kie, Cox, Plagler, Goode, Grey, Harrison, Hill, Hunt, || committee. 
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At chia late period of the session, I do not pro- 
vone to have all these reports read, unless it should 

S requested by some member of the House; but 
L ask that the reports and accompanying evidence 
may be laid upon the table and printed, Before 
that ia done, however, I desire to inquire whether 
by this disposition of the reports, the committee 
will be discharged from the farther consideration 
of the subjects committed to them, or whether 
this investization will extend into the next session / 

The SPEAKER. Do the committee desire to 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
the sulijects referred to them? 

Mr. LETCHER. No, sir. ‘They ask in their 
reports that they may have liberty to make further 
Investigations the next session. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that it is competent for the committee to report in 
part, but whether the committee would hold over 
until another session without an express order of 
the House to that effect, is quite questionable. 

Mr. LE(TCHER. Well, sir, | move that the 
reports and testimony lie upon the table, and be 
printed, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Hlinois. I ask that 
the committee have leave to hold over unul the 
next session 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 

r ules. 

Mr. DAWSON. I claim the floor. 
WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. 

Mr. MceMULLIN. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. J have a report to make from a committee 
of conference, 

The SPEAKER. 
to make the repog. 

Mr McMULEIN. The committee of confer- 
ence appointed to confer upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses upon the bill authorizing 
the extension of the Alexandrta railroad into the 
Discrict of Columbia, have instructed me to make 
the following report 

Mr. GOODE, 
right to object to the reception of that report, | 
object 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
report is properly before the House. 

The report was then read, as follows: 

The committee of conference upon the disagreement of 
the two Houses in reference to the bill entitled **An act 
authorizing the ext nsion of the Alexandria and Washing 
ton railroad into the District of Columbia, and conferring 
certain privileges on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
pany,” have had the subject under consideration, and rec 
ommend that the Senate recede from its disagreement to 
the amendments of the House, and that the said bill, as it 
passed the House, be adupted, with the following additional 
Bechon: 

Provided, however, That this section shall remain sus 
pended for two years from the Ist day of January, 1855; 
and if, at the end of that ume, the Alexandria and Wash 
ington Railroad Company shall not have cempleted a rail 
road to Alexandria, and bave the same in good running 
order, in pursuance of the requirements of the preceding 
section of the act, then the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company shall have the privilege of extending their road 
by ether of the routes authorized by this act: ud, provided 
Surther, That if said Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company 
shall not have executed so wuch of the provisions of this 
Act as relaies to their company, by the Ist day of January, 
1859, then this act shall be void. 

FAYETTE McMULLIN, 
HENRY MAY, 
JOHN KERR, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
J. D. BRIGHT, 
J TOUC: Y, 
HAMILTON FISH, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 


Mr. SEWARD. Do I understand the com- 
mittee of conference propose to add an additional 
section to that bill; a section not considered and 
acted on either by the House or Senate? * 

Mr. McMULLIN. 1 was just about stating 
that the committee of conference have agreed to a 
suspension of the following provision, put in the 
bill by the House, until 1857: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Baltimore 
and Obie Railroad Company be, and itis hereby, authorized 
to construct and extend the Washington branch of said 
road, according to such route as may be most convenient 


I move to suspend the 


The gentleman has the right 





through the said District, 'o some point on the Potomac | 


river, opposite to, and near the city of Alexandria, in Vir 
ginia, for the purpese of forming a connection with said 
river, and the lines of railroad running south, subject to the 
aaa of its present charter; and the said company are 
ereby authorized to loeate, construct, and operate the 
said extensions bereby authorized through such parts of 
the city of Washington or public reservations as the cor 
porate vuthorilies Wereof, or he President of the United 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 





I desire to.say that if I have the 


|| whether the objection now made is not too late. 








States, may consent to ; and also to builda bridge or bridges 
over the eastern branch of the Potomac river, al some point 
above the navy-yard: Provided, however, ‘That the same 
“shall not obstruct the navigation thereof, and said company 
shall have power to locate and establish a depot, and erect 
the necessary buildings thereon, and also to erect such 
wharves aud piers into said river as may be necessary: 
Provided, ‘The same shal) not obstruct the navigauion 
thereot: Provided, further, That the said Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company be subject to the same conditions 
and restrictions in extending their road through auy partof 
the city of Washingioe a- are prescribed for the Alexan 
dria and Washington Railroad Company. 

The amendment of the committee of confer- 
ence meets with the approbation not only of the 
friends of the Alexandria and Washington Rail- 
road Company, but algo with that of the friends 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. It 
is of great moment, as all will admit, that this 
link of the connection between the North and the 
South by railroad should be completed. The 
House fully understand the question, and I call 
the previous question on the report of the com- 
mittee of conference. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it understood 
by the proviso now reported, that if the Alexandria 
and Georgetown Railroad Company make their 
road, that this other one shall not be constructed? If 
that be so, then it willbe amonopoly,and no other 
road can be constructed. 

Mr. McMULLIN. The report of the com- 
mittee of conference is, that if the Alexandria and 
Washington city RaiJroad ners. shall have 
completed their road to Alexandria within two 
years from the first day of January next, that the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company shall have 
no right to extend their road. 

In the event of the failure of the Alexandria 
and Washington Railroad Company to extend 
their road, then the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
Company have the right to extend their road to 
the Potomac; and if they failto extend their road 
within two years thereafter, then this act is null 
and void, and Congress may confer the same 
power upon any other company. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am very much 
opposed to monopolies; and I move to lay the 
whole concern upon the table. 

| Mr. SEWARD. I desire to present this ques- 
| tion of order to the Chair. Can a committee of 
| conference substitute an independent section not 
| embraced either in the Senate amendment or the 

House hill, and legislate in that kind of way? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 

| committee cannot agree to and incorporate an in- 
| dependent and separate amendment. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the 
| Chair, that it is a proviso to the section of the 
| bill which was in disagreement between the two 
|| Houses. I suppose the committee of conference 
might propose to amend that disagreeing vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 

it is a modification of the disagreeing votes of the 
| two Houses. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
|' man from Tennessee will withdraw his motion. 
| Not a friend of this bill has ever said one word 

upon this subject, and I beg that he will allow an 
| explanation to be made in regard to this bill. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Jones’s mo- 

_ tion; and, upon division, there were—ayes 11, noes 
| not counted. 

So the House refused to lay the report upon the 
| table. ; 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
| inclined 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The previous ques- 
tion is pending and debate is out of order. 

Mr SMITH. I ask my colleague to withdraw 
| the demand for the previous question. 


I feel very much 





_the two Houses disagreed will be read by the 
Clerk. 

The Clerk then read the fourth section of the 
| bill, as printed above. 
; Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw my point of or- 
er. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question is on 
| seconding the demand for the previous question. 
| Mr. GOODE. Is the amendment in order to 
'| be voted for after the gentleman from Georgia has 
withdrawn his point of order ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not heard 
|| any objection at all to the report. It has been 
|} received without objection, and it is doubtful 


Mr. GOODE. Exaetly; on the 


The SPEAKER. Theamendment upon which | 








August ) 


' ; ground th. 
the report of the committee is not to the bilj da 
t 


House or to the amendments of the Senate 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not, 
stand the report ef the committee to chanve 
original bill; but it does modify and come to > 
agreement on the amendments of the Ho a 
which were made to the bill, and on which - 
two Houses disagreed. me 

The previous question was seconded 
main question was ordered to be put; 
the operation of the previous question, 
of the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. McMULLIN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was agreed to; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon th. 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HIBBARD took the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penp, 
sylvania (Mr. Dawson] is entitled to the flo 
He has twice yielded it already. sy 

POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL, 

Mr. HIBBARD. I wish to make a motion 
which will not occupy the House a moment. | 
is in relation to the Post Office appropriation }jj) 
which has come down from the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. What motion does the gen. 

_tleman wish to make? 

Mr. HIBBARD. I wish to move to take up 
the Post Office appropriation bill just sent from the 
Senate, for the purpose of having it referred to q 

| committee of conference. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has that bill, 
with the amendments, passed through the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
The House has not passed on the amendments of 

the Senate. 
Mr. HIBBARD. No; but I propose to move 
to disagree to the amendments, and to ask a com- 
mittee of conference at the same time, 
Mr. JONES. Oh, no; let it be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 
| Mr. HIBBARD. There are but two amend- 
ments. I move to take up the bill which is now 
/upon the Speaker’s table, for the purpose of re. 

ferring it to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The motion was agreed te. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


| Mr DAWSON. I move that the House pro- 
| ceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table, for the purpose of taking up the 
homestead bill, as amended by the Senate. 
Mr. TWEED. I object. 
Mr. DAWSON. Then I move to suspend the 
rules, to enable me to make the motion. 
| “The SPEAKER. It is not in order. We 
have had no morning hour. The gentleman and 
the House will remember that the whole day has 
| been spent, not only with privileged questions, but 
with questions of privilege, and therefore no part 
of the morning hour has been consumed in receiv- 
ing reports from committees. 
| Mr. DAWSON. Is not the morning hourrun- 
ning yet? 
| The SPEAKER. It is not. 
” Mr. DAWSON. It is hardly necessary to 
| move the suspension of the rules, but yet I am 
willing to try it once more. I make the motion 
Mr. COBB. I call for the regular order of 
business. ~ 
Mr. BRIDGES. I appeal to my colleague to 
‘allow this bill to go over until the next session. 
It is too late at this period of the session to per- 
fect such a bill before the adjournment. The 
| tendency of the bill is to sweep away the public 
‘| lands. . ee 
| [Cries of ** Order!’ * Order!’’} 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania cannot debate the motion. 
Mr. DAWSON. [ask the yeas.and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. ee 
| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the negative—yeas 70, nays 92; as follows: 
| WEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis 
|| Allen, Barksdale, Barry, Boyce, Breckinridge, Brooks, 
|| Caruthers, Chastain, Churchwell. Clark, Clingman, Cobb, 
| Cook, Cumming, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Dow- 
| dell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmund- 
|| son, English, Florence, Goode, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley 
\| P. Harris, Hendricks. Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, 
| Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Lamb, Latham, 


| Letcher, Lilly, Macdonald, McDougall, Macy, Maxwell, 
' John G. Miller, Noble, Mordecai Ofiver, Orr, Peckham, 


Ot under. 


» and the 
and under 


|, Jobn Perkias, Phelps, Phillips, Richardson, Sapp, Single 
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W. Smyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Stranb, Trout, 

Walker, Walsh, Wells, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Wright—70. 

Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Banks, Belcher, Ben- 
neon, Bliss, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Chandler, Chrisman, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, 

Cae Thomas Davis, De Win, Dick, Edmands, Thomas 

CU John M. Blliett, Everhart, Farley, Faulkuer, 
e wier, Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, 

) Grow, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hill, 
ae Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George 
ne ' . Knox, Lindsley, MeCulloch, MeQueen, Mat- | 

We Maurice, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Par 

nga Per Pennington, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, 

ker, e David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Rowe, Rassetl, | 

a Suward. Shannon, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, 


Willan Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 


9, Ut 


ro. J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
yy rston, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walley, 
tapi Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Whe vler, and Zollicotter—92. 


g» (two thirds not having voted in the affirma- 
oe) the rules were not suspended. 
*pefore the result was announced, 

Mr. PHELPS said: | desire to know whether 
the vote granting the Committee of Ways and 
\eans leave to sit daring the sessions of the House 
sico included leave for the members of that com- 
wittee to vote upon questions taken by yeas and 
nays, atany time before the result is announced, 
whether they were in the Hall when their names 
were called or not? It seems to me they should 
be entitled to that privilege, otherwise they will be 
jeprived of the privilege of voting. 

"The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion | 
that the members of a committee, under such tir- 
cumstances, have the right to vote as the gentle- 
man suggests. Such, in the recollection of the 
Chair, has been the practice upon former -occa- 
sions. The Chair hopes that there will be no ob 
‘ection to the members of the Committee of Ways | 
‘and Means being permitted to vote. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have only raised the ques- 
tionnow, so that in future we might kngw what 
our rights really are. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, | 
say that any member of this House who is absent 
from the Hall on any committee, by order of the 
House, has the right of voting, and he has that 
right whether his vote will change the result or 
not. 

Mr. HENN. I made the motion the other day 
by which the members of that committee were 
allowed to vote; and when it was adopted there 
was no understanding that they should not vote, 
if their votes would change the result. The un- 
derstanding was that they should be allowed to 
vote if they came into the Hall before the result 
was announced. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Bogocx.) 
The Chair so holds, and deems that to be the 
proper and natural understanding. 

Mr. JONES. Does the Chair decide that he 
cannot vote in the case specified ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair de- 
cides that the members of the Ways and Means 
have the right to yote if they come into the Hall 
before the Pesult is announced. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HIBBARD. I desire to report back to the 
House from the Committee of Ways and Means 
the Senate amendment to the Post Office appro- 
priation bill. || 

Mr. MATTESON. I object. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose I have indicated. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays on that motion. 
Mr. ORR. I would ask the gentleman from 
New Hampshire whether this is not one of the 
appropriation bills which itis necessary we should 

pass to carry on the Government? 

Mr. HIBBARD. Itis. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I shall object to all the 
appropriation bills until the river and harbor bill 
shall have been considered. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

_ The question was taken on Mr. Hissparp’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 93, 
nays 64; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barks- 
dale, Barry, Belcher, Bocock, Bridges, Caskie, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, || 
John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, English, 
Everhart, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, || 
Grow, Sainpson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hill, Hughes, Inger 
toll, Johnson, Daniel T’. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland |) 


HE CONGRESSION 


Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, 
Lilly, McDougall, MeMullin, McQueen, vacy, Maxwell, 
Millson, Murray, Nichola, Noble, Orr, John Perkins, 
Phelps, Phillips, Vowell, Pratt, Riddle, Robbins, Rowe, Ruf 
fin, Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, George W. Smyth, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Straub, David 
Stuart, John J. ‘Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, 
Vansant, Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, Westbrook, Daniel 
B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—93. 

NAY S—Meesrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Bennett, Ben- 
son, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Cook, 
Crocker, Cumming, Dawson, Dick; Edmands, Thomas D. 
Eliot, Farley, Fenton, Fiagier, Franklin, Giddings, Good 
rich, Grey, Aarou Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Howe, Hunt, 
Kerr, Knox, Lindsley, McCulloch, Matteson, Maurice, 
John G. Mitler, Morgan, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
Peck, Peckham, Preston, Pringle, David Ritchie, Rogers, 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Simmons, Gerrit 
Smith, Andrew Stuart, Johu L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay 
lor, Upham, Wade, Walley, Eliihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Johu Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
and Zollicotfer—64. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules, two 
thirds not voting in the affirmative. 


GILLIS’s REPORT. 

Mr RIDDLE. Mr. Speaker, almost two weeks 
since, the House ordered the printing of seven 
thousand five hundred and twenty copies of the 
report of Lieutenant Gillis to be printed; but they 
did not order it to be illustrated. Accompanying 
itaresome valuable maps and plates; and in order 


that they may be engraved and printed, to be in- || 


cluded in the work, for distribution to members at 
the next session I am instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Engraving to introduce the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Engraving be, and they 
are hereby, authorized to contract for the engraving, or 
lithographing, and printing of the maps and plates accom 
panying the report of Lieutenant Gillis, 80 lately ordered 
to be printed by the House of Representatives. 


The question was taken; and the resolution was 
adopted. 

DANIEL STEENROD. 

Mr. KIDWELL. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up and consider House 
bill No. 182, ** An act for the relief of Daniel 
Steenrod.’’ This bill passed the House a few 
days since, and went to the Senate, where it was 
passed, with a few unimportant amendments. | 


feel great interest in its passage, and I hope there || 


will be no objection to taking it up and considering 
it at this time. 


There being no objection, the bill was then | 


taken up and read, as follows: 


That the petition of Daniel Steenrod, with the accompa 
nying documents and depositions, be referred to the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury, and he is hereby authorized 
to appoint a commissioner to take evidence in the city of 
Wheeling or elsewhere, and ascertain and report what is 
justly and equitably due the said petitioner therein ; and if 
such report is approved by the said Comptroller, the Secre 
tary ofthe Treasury is authorized to direct to pay such sum 
of money out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated: Provided further, That said commissioner 
shall be selected out of any such persons now in the em- 
ployment of the Government, for which services no extra 
compensation shall be paid. 


First amendment: 


After the word ‘ the,’ where it first occurs, strike out 
the words “ First Comptroller of the Treasury, and the,”’ 
and insert in lieu thereof the words, ‘‘ Secretary of War, 
who.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Second amendment: 
After the word ‘‘to,’? where it first occurs in the same 


line, strike out the words, ‘* appoint a commissioner to take |! 


evidence in the city of Wheeling and elsewhere, and.’’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Third amendment: 


In line nine, after the word “ ascertain,’’ strike out the | 


words ** and report.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Fourth amendment: 


After the word ‘‘ and ”’ strike out all to the word to, in- 
cluding the word “ direct,”’ in the twelfth line. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Fifth amendment: 


In line thirteen, before the word “‘ out,” strike out the 


words “ of money,” and insert in lieu thereof the words, 
‘as may be found due.’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Sixth amendment: 


After the word “ appropriate”’ strike out all to the end of not. 


the bill. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


CHARGES AGAINST HON. T. H. BAYLY.- 
Mr. WALLEY. 


AL GLOBE. 


| 
| 
|| Mr. ORR. 
i] 


| 
| 
| 
} 
Mr. ORR. And if the gentleman will consent 


2105 
tion. JF am instructed by the select committee 
upen the charges preferred against the Hon. 
Irnomas H. Bayty, to report in part from that- 
committee, and | move that the report be laid 
upon the table, and printed. | offer a fesolution 
with reference to the payment of a clerk, similar 
to those reported by the other investigating com- 
mittees . 

Mr. BAYLY. I ask that the report may be 
read. 

[Cries of “ Oh, no!’’} 

Mr. BAYLY. 
and | insist upon it. 

The resolution was reported, as follows: 


It is a question of privilege, 


Revolved, ‘That the committee appointed by the House 
to investigate charges preterred against the Hon. Thomas 
H. Bayty be authorized to employ a clerk, from the Qist 
ultimo; and that the committee be authorized to audit his 
bill. 

The question was put; and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALLEY. Thegentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Barry] desires to have the report read. It 
is a very short one, and | hope his desire may be 
gratified. 

Mr. BAYLY. I insist upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes that there 
will be no objection made. 

Mr. BAYLY. It is a question of privilege; 

| and [ insist upon the report being read. 

The report was accordingly read, as follows: 


Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, Jugust 3, 1854. 


The select committee appointed by the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of 2ist July, 1654, to investigate 
the charges preferred by Ben E. Green against the Hon. 
Tuomas H. BaYty, ask leave to submit the following re- 
port: 

The committee have diligently attended to the duty im- 
posed on them by the passage of this resolution, but have 
been unable toarrive at such a resultas will enable them 
to reportin full at this time 

The complainant having made oath to the charges as pre 
ferred, proceeded to adduce testimony in support of the first 
charge, and offered secord and documentary evidence in 
support of the second charge and specifications 

The evidence was not all submitted uotil atter the ad 
journment of the House on the 2d instant; and the com 
plainant submitted bis argument this day. Mr. Bayty 
offered an affidavit, stating what he could prove by certain 
| Witnesses, but rested his case upon the testimony of the 


| complainant, without calling any witnesses, or submitting 
any argument. 

Under these circumstances, it must be obvious that the 
| committee cannot, by possibility, repertin full at the pres- 
| ent session. They, however, are sati-fied that the com 
| plainant failed entirely to establish the first charge. In 
| relation to the remaining charge, they express no opinion, 
| inasmuch as the complainant relies (mainty, if not entirely) 
upon record and documentary evidence, which your com 
mittee bave had no opportunity of examining, or even read- 

ing. 

Your committee therefore report all the evidence which 
| has been submitted to them, and reserve to themselves the 
| privilege of reporting in tull ata tuture day. 

All which is respeetfuly submited 

For the commitiee : 

SMITH MILLER, ) 

JACOB SHOWER, 
SAMUE .H. WALLEY, 
H. H. JOHNSON, 
SION H,. ROGERS, j 
} 


The report was ordered to lie “n the table, and 
| be printed. 


$ Committee. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


¢ Mr. ORR. I rise to a privileged motion. I 
believe that the motion to suspend the rules to allow 
| the committee to report back the Post Office bill 
has not been agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Ithas not. 
Well, | move now to reconsider 
| the vote by which that bill was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and on that I 
demand the previous question. 

Mr, CAMPBELL. And I move to lay that 
motion on the table, unless the gentleman will 
agree to take up theriver and harbor bill. 


to take up the homestead bill, he can get up the 
river and harbor bill. 
The SPEAKER. This 
uestion. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask if there 
is pot an appropriation made in that Post Office 
1) bill? 
| Mr. ORR. 


is not a debatable 





I do not know whether there is or 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. A 


motion has 


] been made here to suspend the rules to take up 


| the land bill. It does seem to me that those who 
| have charge of the bill, the friends of the meas- 


I rise to a privileged ques- || ure, should be satisfied with the action of the 
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House, and that the House should now permit a 
motion to be made to take up the river aud har- 
bor bill; and if that fuils, I think the advocates of 
that measure should be satisfied, atleast, until after 
the dispasition ef the ap rropriation bills. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. t wish to say that I shall 
take every opportunity to get up that bill, as it is 
ahead of all other appropylation bills. 

Mr. JONES. | make this remark to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. He knows that the Govern- 
ment does not stop, that the operations of the 
Army, the Navy, or the civil service of the country 
do not stop by the failure of the river and harbor 
bill at the session of Congress, but that they must 
all stop if the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill does not pass. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will say to the gentleman 
that there has been but one river and harbor bill 
for fifteen yeara, and the friends of that bill intend 
that it shall go through this session, if possible. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to make a single sug- 
gestion. Itis this: go to the Speaker’s table, and 
all these bills can be reached. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I call for the yeas and 
nays upon the pending motion, 

Mr. ORR. I withdraw, for the present, the 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with a view to enable the friends of the 
river and harbor bill to move to take it up; and if 
they fail in their motion, | hope, then, they will 
adopt the same course, which, perhaps, the friends 
of the land bill have done. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION TO PAGES, ETC. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Lask the unanimous con- 
sent of the LIouse to offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the usual extra compensation be paid to 
the pages, folders, and such other employees who have 
heretofore received the same, and who have not and shall 
not hereafter receive the benefit of the joint resolution ap- 
proved July 20, 1854. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That resolution has 
once been presented and rejected. I object to it. 
It is not in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit this ques- 
tion to the Chair and to the House. The joint 


The question was then taken on the adoption of 


the resotution; and it was decided in the affirma- 
| tive—yeas 88, nays 50; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, 


Benneu, Benson, Bliss, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruth- | 


ers, Chamberlamnn, Chandler, Chastain, Churchwell, Crock 
er, Cumming, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Disney, 
Edmundson, Thomas PD. Eliot, Ellison, Everhart, Farley, 
Fenton, Florence, Gamble, Giddings, Goodrich, Andrew J. 
Harlan, Harrison, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, 
Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham. Lilly, MeCul- 
loch, Maedonald, MeDougall, McNair, Macy, Maurice, 
Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Peckham, Pennington, Pringle, Puryear, Riddle, 
Robbins, Rogers, Sabin, Sapp, Seward, Shower, Simmons, 
Gerrit Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H Stanton, 
Hestor L. Sievens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, 


Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walker, Ellihu B. Wash- | 
burne, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, 


Wheeler, and Hendrick B. Wright—8s. 
NAYS—Mesvrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, 

Barry, Caskie, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cook, John 

G. Davis, Dick, English, Faulkner, Fuller, Greenwood, 


Barksdale, | 


Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Hibbard, In- | 


gersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Kittredge, Letcher, McMullin, McQueen, Matteson, Mill- 
sou, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Parker, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Pratt, Reese, Ruffin, Sage. Shaw, Singleton, Wiliiam 
Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Nathaniel 
G. Taylor, Wells, and Daniel B. Wright—50. 


So the resolution was passed. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


[ move to reconsider the | 


vote by which the resolution was adopted; and | 


| that that motion be laid upon the table. 
| ‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


} 
} 
| 


rerolution which has been passed in relation tothe | 


compensation of the employees of the House, pro- 
vides for the increase of all the persons embraced 
in that resolution, and we cannot repeal that joint 
resolution by a simple resolution of this House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 will say to the House, 
that the resolution provides for those who do not 
take advantage of the joint resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
joint resolution applies to all, and they cannot 
waive the right. 

Mr. FLORENCE. This resolution provides 
that they may not be included in that resolution. 
I earnestly pray that the sympathies of this House 
may be excited for those poor folder boys, and 
that they may be provided for, I move that the 
rules be suspended, to enable me to introduce the 
resolution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
and nays upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I demand tellers upon the 
motion. . 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of 
Indiana, and Sruart, of Michigan, were ap- 
pointed 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 92, noes 32. 

So (two thirds having voted in the affirmative) 
the rules were suspended. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I now offer the resolution, 
and call the previous question upon its adoption. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the passage of the resolution. 

ir. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it in order to 
submit a few words on the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. The call for the previous 
question having been sustained, debate is not in 
order. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerr and 
CuvrcnweLt were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the yeasand nays 
were ordered. 


I call for the yeas 


I demand tellers on the yeas 


Exactly; but the 


PAY TO EXTRA PAGE. 
Mr. KEITT. 1 submit the following resolu- 
| tion: 
Resolved, That Charles P. Coe, who has been acting as 
a page on the floor of the House of Representatives during 
the present session—since 5th of December last—be paid the 
| Same amount of pay and compensation as shall be paid to 
the regular pages for the same session. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
| resolution. 
| here. 


I object to that 
We have too many pages already 


| nearly the whole of the present session working 
| like the other pages, and unless this resolution 
passes, he will not be entitled to one dollar of pay. 
| He is one of nine children, and his mother is in 
| straitened circumstances. 

Mr. JONES. [I would ask the gentleman from 
| North Carolina by what authority a page more 
| than the regular number wa8 appointed ? 


Mr. KEITT. 


pended, in order that I may submit the resolution. 
| The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

| he resolution was then adopted. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to take 





\the river and harbor bill from the Speaker’s table, | 


| in order that it may be referred to the Committtee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. Ifthe 


| reference be allowed; I shall pledge myself not to 


move to go into committee to consider that bill 


+ until ten o’clock to-night. [ speak in behalf of the 





friends of that measure, and | should be sorry if 
they were to break my pledge. If they attempted 
| to do it, | should oppose them. 
The SPEAKER. Is the gentleman’s proposi- 
tion agreed to? 
Mr.“INGERSOLL. I object. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. 
| of _ rules, for the purpose which I have indi- 
| cated, 


The question was put; and, on a division, there | 


| were—ayes sixty-seven—— 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. I demand tellers. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 
| Alabama, and Hugues, were appointed. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is known to 
| both sides of this House that | am as much op- 
posed to the river and harbor bill as any gentle- 
man in or out of it can be; but I am willing to 
meet the question, and | am _ willing, for one, to 
, take the bill up, and let a majority of this House 
| vote upon the amendments of the Senate. If a 
majority are for it, let it go to the President, and 
| let him veto it. 
Mr. INGERSOLL. I withdraw my objection. 
| Mr. DISNEY. I rénew it. 


Mr. KEITT. This page has been here during | 


He was appointed by the proper 


officer. 
| Mr. JONES. No officer of this House has such 
| power. 
| Mr. KEITT. I move that the rules be sus- 


I would | 


move a suspension | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 
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The question was taken; and the Clee a 
eT eae uaas 52; not two thirds fon 

“ir. d ; 
ae I emanded the yeas and 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; end it was decided ig 


| the negative—yeas 76, nays 57; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Bepnen, Bp 
Bliss, Bugg, Campbe:l, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chambon” 
Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Cook, Cox, Crockee nt 
lom, Dick, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas t > 
iot, English, Farley, Flagler, Florence, Giddings eas > 
zrey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hil) Hone 


Cul. 


Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Knox, Lindsley, McCulloch Me 
Dougall, Matteson, Maurice, Morgan, Noble Mora 
| Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Preston, Pring! . — 


, e, P 
Reese, Riddle, Rogers, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, mov 


non, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, Hestor 1. Stevens And 
Stuart, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G Te 
lor, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walley, Eliihn RB. Wan 
burne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth . 
er, Wentworth—76. > and 

AYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis 
vid J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, Belejye 
Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Brooks, Caskie, Seaien’ 
Clingman, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, Disney, Ram, : 
son, Everhart, Faulkner, Fenton, Gamble, Grow, Sete ; 
J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris a 
drick~, Hibbard, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, Kittrejo. 
Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, MeMullin, MeNair, yj. 
Queen, Macy, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Marray On, 
Packer, Join Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Ruffin, Shaw. 3," 
gleton, William Smith, George W.Smy th, Straub, John j 
‘Taylor, and Daniel B. Wright—57. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 

Pending the call of the roll, Mr. Maxwey, 
stated that he had paired off upon all questions 


» Shan. 


Allen, Da. 


| affecting this bill with Mr. Baur, of Ohio, who 


was cailed home by sickness in his family, 


NATIONAL HOTEL COMPANY. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to enable me to make , 
report from the Committee for the District of Co. 
lumbia. 

A Memser. For what purpose? 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to have one bil! py: 
upon its passage, and a few others to be referred 
merely. : 

1 wish to report and have put upon its pas. 
sage, the bill to incorporate the National Hotel 
Company of the city of Washington, and [ de. 
sire to say this one word. I have tried for two 
weeks past to get the floor for the purpose of in- 
troducing this bill for Mr. Haminron, the chair- 
man of the committee, who is confined at home 
by severe indisposition, and is unable to get here, 
I have risen half a dozen times for the purpose of 
getting the bill before the House, and now | ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to introduce 
it, and have it put upon its passage 

Me. JONES, of New York. I object. 

Several Members. Withdraw your objection, 

Mr. DAVIS. The bill is accompanied by an 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. 
drawn my objection. . 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I move to suspend the 
rules, so as that the bill may be put upon its pas- 
sage. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

he bill was then read by the Clerk in exlenso. 

The following amendments, recommended by 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, were 
then read: 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That each of the stock- 


I have not with 


| holders in the said National Hotel Company in Washingin 


city, shall be held liable in his or her individual capaci!) 
for all the debts atid liabilities of the said company, how- 
ever contracted or incurred, to be recovered by suit, as otlir! 
debts and liabilities, before the courts or tribunals having 
jurisdiction of the case. / 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it may be lawful 
for Congress hereafter to alter, amend, change, or reped! 


| the foregoing act. 


The question was taken upon the amendmen!s, 
and they were agreed to 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN. I call for the yess 
and nays upon the passage of the bill, and I ca! 
for tellers upon the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. . 

oo question recurring upon the passage of {¢ 
bill, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, demanded tellers. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Hucuesané 


Srravus were appointed. 
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Phe question was then taken on Mr. Davis’s 
te and the tellers reported less than a quo- 


m 
n?g. 


r he PRESTON. I move that the House take 
eae until eight o’clock this evening. 
’ t SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 
My, ENGLISH. I move that the House pro- 
uni to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker's table. are 
‘The SPEAKER. That motion is net in order. 
\ir. CAMPBELL. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. ead 
Mr, BRECKINRIDGE. 
coil of the House. 
. The SPEAKER. That motion is in order, but 
che motion to adjourn must take precedence. 
“Mr, COBB. [ask for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion to adjourn. Let us take the yeas and 


I move that there be 


nays, and by that time a quorum will be present. | 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I demand tel- 
lers upon that motion. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON. I rise to a question of privi- 
leve. The motion to adjourn is always in order, 
and { believe a motion to fix the time of adjourn- 
ment takes precedence of that motion. I move 
that when this House adjourns it adjourn to meet 
at eight o’elock this evening. 

The SPEAKER. There isno rule which will 
authorize the motion to adjourn to a particular 
hour to be made at all. 

Vir. PRESTON. I then move to suspend the 
rules to permit me to make that motion, 

[heSPEAKER. The House is already acting 
under a suspension of the rules, the House having 
suspended the rules to enable the gentleman from 
Indiana to report certain bills. That business had 
not been disposed of when the House found itself 
withouta quorum. The question now is upon 
the motion that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. As several commit- 
tees of conference are now absent from the House, 
if it is the unanimous consent of the House that 
the House take a recess until seven o’clock, | will 
withdraw the motion that there be a call of the 
House, and substitute that motion. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I object to the motion 
for a recess. 

Mr. PRINGLE. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion, so that {[ may move to sus- 


I move that the House do 


pend the rules in order that the House may take | 


a recess, B 
Mr. PRINGLE. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn for that purpose. 


The SPEAKER. The House is now acting | 


under a suspension of the rules. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Unless there was || 
unanimous consent to taking a recess, 1 did not | 
withdraw the motion that there be a call of the || 


House. And on that motion I demand tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Tayior, of 

Tennessee, and BreckINRIDGE were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the House refused 


to order a call of the House, the tellers having | 


reported—ayes 28, noes 96. 

_The question then recurred on the passage of 
the bill to incorporate the National Hotel Com- 
pany. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to make a 
short statement in regard to this bill before a re- 
countis had. I will not occapy the time of the 
House five minutes. This is a Senate bill to in- 
corporate a company in the city of Washington 
for the purpose of bailing a h 
ferred, some four months ago, to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, and the committee 
unanimously agreed to report it with an amend- 
ment introducing the individual liability clause. 


It is a bill in which I have no earthly interest. It. 


isdrawn up in the usual form of bills of incorpo- 
ration, and it expressly provides that this com- 
pany shall not engage in banking, or the issue of 
any bills in the shape of money for circulation. 
Ihe amendment of the committee, to which I de- 
Sire to call the attention of the House, and which, 
I think, will prove satisfactory to the House, in- 
troduces the individual liability clause. The stock- 
holders of this company are individually liable in 
their own individual capacity for all the debts of 


the company in whatsoever manner they shall be 


otel. It was re- | 
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| contracted. And, further, Congress reserves the 


right to repeal, alter, modify, or change this char- 
ter at pleasure. I think that is sufficient to war- 


| rant the passage of this bill, knowing, as I do, 


that members desire a good hotel in Washington 
where they can get something good, clean, and 
nice to eat. : 

Mr. JONES, of New York. 1 desire briefly 
to give my reasons for opposing this bill. Lam 
satisfied that special legislation is generally wrong, 
although, perhaps, there may be an exception in 
this case, although I doubt it very much. This 
bill merely amounts to this: that we are going to 
build a palace hotel where rich members of Con- 
gress and rich men who come here can stop, and 
pay three dollars a day. By establishing a hotel 
of this kind, you will break down all the other 
hotels. 

[Cries of “* They ought to be broken down!’’} 

Mr. JONES. I do not know whether I am in 

| order or not; but I hope the House will indulge 
me. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. [ understand from 

|. the gentleman who reported the bill, that there is a 
| provision in it that no member of Congress shall 
be charged more than his daily pay. {Laughter. } 
Mr. JONES. I look upon this question ina 
practical light. I do not intend, however, that it 
shall affect my pocket at all, for the hotel will not 
| be builc until lam at home, where | ought to be. 
| [Laughter.] I know that the effect of sending 
| splendid steamers and floating palaces acrcss the 
Atlantic to Europe is to drive off all competition. 
It is the same with these grand hotels. I know 
|; —and [ think that the common sense of every 
| member of the House will bear me out in the 
opinion—that if we encourage the building of a 
| palace in Washington, as large as this one is to 
| be, we drive away all competition. (Laughter, 
| and cries of ** That is what we want!’’} 
| The question being on the passage of the bill, 
Mr. JONES call for tellers. 


| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hucnes and || 


Cox were appointed. 
| The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
| —ayes 83, noes 45. 

Mr. McNAIR. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays were 
demanded upon the passage of this bill, and they 
were whet te the Gieane. no quorum appearing 
in the House. The Speaker counted, and there 
was no quorum. In fairness, the Chair believes 
the call for the yeas and nays to be in order. 
| The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
So the bill was passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
| by Aspoury Dicatns, Esq., their Secretary, inform- 
ing the House that they had concurred in the re- 
port of the committee of conference upon the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses upon the bill 
authorizing the extension of the Alexandria rail- 
| road into the District of Columbia. 


UNITED STATES ARMORIES. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a communication from the Sec- 
retary of War; which was read, as follows: ° 
| War DerarRTMENT, WASHINGTON, Jugust 3, 1854. 


| Sr: I have the honor to submit the inclosed papers in 
| reply to the resvlution of the House of Representatives of 





application by either of the commissioners who visited 
Springfield armory under the act of March 3, 1853, for the 
office of superintendent of either of the national armories, 
or any recommendation by either of said commissioners 
for the appoin:ment of any other person to that office ; 
| alsa, in relation to any applieation by or in behalf of any ot 
the witnesses from Harper’s Ferry or Springficld, who 
testified before the select committee of the House, to whom 
was referred the question of the expediency of employing 
military officers for the supervision of said works, for any 
| officers in either of said armories, or any recommendation 
of either of said witnesses for any such office; also, in 
relation to any application by either of the members of said 
select committee, in their own behalf or in behalf of any 
other person or persons, for the appointment to any office 
| connected with the prosecution of any of the various public 
| works which are the subject of inquiry by said cominittee. 
From these papers it appears, that of the four civil com- 
missioners who visited Springfield, one is a candidate for 
the superintendency of that armory, being recommended by 
the other three for that post; and that one of the latter has 
been recommended for the superintendency of Harper’s 
Ferry armory; 01 the nine witnesses from Harper’s Ferry 
and Springfield, who testified before the select coinmitiee, 
| that three were candidates for the office of superintendent, 
| and two for offices in said armories. Of the select commit 


‘ 


| tee, that the chairman was an applicant for the office of 


Commissioner Of Public Buildings, when it included the 





the 3lst ultimo, requiring information in relation to the | 
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supervision of the Capitol extension—a work referred to in 
the res lution—and that one of the members has recom 
mended persone for office in the Harper's Ferry armory 

Very respectfully, yours, 

JEFF DAVIS, Secretary of Wear. 

Hon. Lins Boyp, Speaker House of Representatives. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move that the commu- 
nication be laid upon the table and printed. 

lt was so ordered. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. By unanimous con- 
sent, from the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia, reported back, with a recommendation that it 
do pass, Senate bill (No. 16) ‘*to suppress the 
circulation of small notes, as currency, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.’’ 

Referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which were severally read the 
first and second time by their titles, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the condemnation of land, &c., for the 
Washington aqueduct; 

An act allowing the Metropolitan railroad to 
extend into the District of Columbia, and for other 
purposes; and 

An act authorizing the corporate authorities of 
Georgetown to impose additional taxes, and for 
other purposes. 

| Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
| ask leave of the House to present three or four 
reports from the Committee on Commerce, some 
of which I should like to have put upon their pas- 
sage, and the rest to be referred; but if the House 
should order them all to be referred, | shall be 
content. 

Leave was granted. 


PROLONGATION OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 suppose that 
every gentleman upon this floor is satisfied that 
|| we cannot get through with our business by to- 

morrow, at twelve o’clock. JI have a resolution 
| proposing to extend the time until Monday next, 
| at twelve o’clock, m. 

[Loud cries of ** No!’’ ** No!”’ 

Mr. WENTWORTH then reported back, from 
| the Committee on Commerce, the following Senate 
| bills and resolution; which were referred to a 

Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
| be printed: 
| An act for the relief of Thomas Butler; 

An act for the relief of the West Feliciana and 
| Georgia Railroad and Banking Companies; and 
| Joint resolution for the relief of Charles W. 

Morgan, William R. Rodman, and Edward Me- 


| nan. 


1 


| PORTS OF DELIVERY. 

| Mr. WENTWORTH. I now propose to re- 

| port, and have put upon its passage, the bill of the 
Senate (No. 219) constituting Cairo, in the State 
of Illinois, a port of delivery. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. HENN. Do I understand the intention 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts to be to put 
that bill upon its passage? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman so stated. 

| Mr. HENN. I object to any bill being put 

| upon its passage, unless the gentleman will also 
move to discharge the Committee of the Whole 
from the first bill reported by the Committee on 
Commerce, and also put that upon its passage. I[ 
will not consent that one bill reported by that com- 
mittee shall take precedence of another in the ac- 
tion of the House upon it 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the objec- 
tion comes too late. The gentleman from Mas- 

| sachusetts stated distinctly when he asked leave 
| tomake a report, that his purpose was to put some 
of the bills upon their passage. 

Mr. HENN. If it is too lateto object, I move 
| to amend the bill by wnat I send to the Clerk’s 
| table. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 


I hope the gentleman 
will not embarrass the passage of this bill. It is 
merely to constitute Cairo a port of delivery. 
There can be no objection to it. 

Mr. HENN. I presume there will be no ob- 
jection to my amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. But if the bill is amend- 

| ed it must go back to the Senate, and the whole 

'| will be lost. 
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Mr. WENTWORTH. I have not yielded 
the floor. I move the previous question upoa the 
passage of the bill, 

Mr. HENN. Ithink IT have the floor legiti- 
mately, and have indicated my purpose to offer 
anu amendment, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did recognize the 
gentieman from lowa, because he supposed the 
geotienan from Massachusetts had yielded the 
floor altogether Ifthegentleman, however, claims 
the floor for the purpose of moving the previous 
question, the Chair will decide that he is entitled 
to it. 

Mr. HENN. I claim the right to object to the 
bill. I did object distinctly before the ttle had 
been read, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question presented by the yenileman from lowa, 
upon the ground that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis twice distinctly stated that he had two 
bilis which he desired to put upon their passage, 
and several others which he wished to have re- 
ferred, 

Mr. HENN. Well, sir, | will withdraw all 
objection, and allow the bill to pass without op- 
position from me. 

I'he bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read a third time, 
and parsed 

Mr. WENTWORTH, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back Senate bill No, 200, 
consuruting San Pedro, in the State of California, 
a port of entry and delivery; which was ordered 
to a third reading, and was accordingly read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I should like to 
know something of the character of these bills. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. They are drawn up 
in the usual form, and are recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury as necessary to the 
waits of commerce. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back a bill; which was read 
a first and second time by its utle, as follows, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

An act to provide for the establishment of a 
marine hospital at Shreveport, in the State of 
Louisiana, and Galena, in the State of Illinois. 

Mr. MAXWELL. There isa bill which the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce wishes 
to report, and [| trust the gentleman will also in- 
clude it in his report, as he has the floor. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Very well. 


back from the Committee on Commerce, Senate 


I report | 


bill (No. 178) constituting Pia'ka and Bayport, | 


in the State of Florida, ports of entry and delivery, 
respectively. 
Mr. HENN, 


me to move, as an amendment, a provision con- 


I hope the gentleman will allow | 


stitutnmg Keokuk and Dubuque, in the State of | 


lowa, ports of delivery. It has met with the ap- 
probation of the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. Gentiemen say that I 


have no right to offer amendments under the rule | 


which has been adopted. 
of the House I cannot do it. 
question upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HENN. t 
object to the bill, 
of the House, that this was one of the first bills 
reported from the Committee on Commerce, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. I offer it as an amendment to 
this bill, and desire that it may be acted on, in order 
to suve time. 

The SPEAKER. 
bill, it cannot be received. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I desire to state that 
I atm in favor of the bill of the gentleman from 


lowa, and | am willing to accept it as an amend- 


ment. 


Without the consent | 
I move the previous | 


If exception be taken tothe 


The SPEAKER. If the introduction of the bill | 


is not objected to, the 

ing it the third time. 

not be received. 
Mr. HENN. 


— will be upon read- 


I withdraw the objection. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider the | 


amendment as before the body. 
The amendment was then read, as follows: 


That Keokuk and Dubuque, in the State of Towa, be, 
and hereby are, constituted ports of delivery within the 
collection district of New Orleans; and there shall be 
appointed & surveyor of the customs for each of said ports, 


' 
he gentleman will force me to 
I will state for the information | 


f objected to, the bill can- | 


who shall be residents thereat. Said eurveyors shall the consent of the House to take u 
periorm the duties and receive the salary and emoluments 


prescribed by the act of Congress approved on the 2d day 
of March, 1831, entitled ** An act allowing the duties on 
foreiga merchandise tuported into Pitsburg, Wheeling, 
Cineinnati, Louisville, 3t. Louis, Nashville, and Natchez, 
to be secured and paid at those places.’ 

Mr. HENN. I move the previous question. 

Mr. °CAMPBELL. I object to that amend- 
ment. It is the entering wedge for custom-houses 
upon the Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asked whether 
there was any objection, and paused, but heard no 
objettion, and the amendment was sent up to the 
Clerk’s desk, The Chair thinks that the objection 
came too Jate. The Chair is very well aware that 
misunderstandings will grow up when there is so 
much confusion in the Hall. The question now 
is upon the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the bill, with 
the proposed amendment, be laid on the table. 

The question was taken; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 28, 

The SPEAKER = Not half of a quorum. 

[Cries of ** Count the other side!”’] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ascertain 
whether there is a quorum in the House. 

After a count, the Speaker announced that there 
were one hundred and twenty-nine members in 
their places. 

So Mr. Lercuer’s motion was not agreed to. 

The question recurring on the demand for the 


previous question, the previous question was sec- | 


onded, and the main question ordered to be put. 


The question was then taken on the amend- | 


ment, and it was agreed to; and, under the further 
operation of the previous question, the bill was 
ordered to a third reading. 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. HENN moved to amend the title by insert- 
ing the word ** Keokuk and Dubuque,’’ in the 
proper place. 

The title of the bill was so amended. 

Mr. DISNEY took the floor. 


CHARGES AGAINST HON T. H. BAYLY. 


It was then read the | 


Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a privileged question. | 
| The special committee which was charged with | 


friend and colleague, [Mr. Bayty,] have made a 


| the investigation of certain complaints against my | 


partial report, in which they absolve my colleague | 


in the most absolute and unqualified manner from | 


| the first matter of complaint alleged against him; 
they report, however, that as respects the second 
allegation, involving some matters which | do not 
myself—and which, perhaps, the House will not— 
deem of very great importance, they have not 
had an opportunity of investigating the subject, 
requiring, as it does, the examination of the Con- 
gressional Globe, as to certain speeches made by 
members of the House. They therefore ask that 
they may reserve to themselves the right to report 
upon that branch of the inquiry ata future day. 
But, as after the session terminates, their powers 
will be at an end, and having the most absolute 


assurance that the rest of their investigation of | 


that matter will be what it has been in reference 
to the part of the inquiry which they have consid- 
ered, and reflecting, as [ am surel do, the wishes 
of my friend from the Accomac district, (Mr. 
Bayty,] I move that the committee have leave to 


continue their investigation at the next session of | 


Congress. — 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I rise to a privileged mo- 


tion, and one which I make in view of taking a | 


recess. Most of the members came here early this 
morning, and are very much fatigued; and as we 
cannot take a recess under the rules of the House 
proper, and for the purpose of enabling the House 
' to take a recess under the rules, | move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s colleague 
(Mr. Disney] was regularly recognized by the 
| Chair before the gentleman, and he is, therefore, 
| entitled to the floor in preference, and the gentle- 
man cannot submit the motion unless his col- 
_ league yields to him. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask my colleague to 
| yield to me to enable me to make that motion? 


| TITLE TO LANDS GRANTED TO STATES. 


| Mr. DISNEY, I cannot yield. I desire toask 
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| to have put upon their passage. 


E. August 


ss 











a 
, an 
three several bills, each of which ig of ae 
portance, and to each of which 1 imagine he 
jection will be made. #0 ob, 


The first is a Senate bill, rendered » 
a decision of the Supreme Court at its 
by which were pronounced as invalid 
all the lands granted by the General 
to the different States of the Union po rerniey 
1831; which lands have passed into the wala of 
of the different States, and from them mien 
hands of innocent purchasers, and by tan the 
held, without a title, according to the heat 
which [ have referred to. The whole transactin 
has been carried on in good faith on ajj ae 
Congress supposed the title valid, the Land Offi 
supposed the title valid. The lands were takes 
possession of by the States and sold to inbocen 
parties. By a recent decision of the Supren, 
Court, it has beer held that all grants couches . 
the language ** shall be granted’ possessed no tide 
whatever. I ask, therefore, the House to thke ws 
that billof the Senate and put it upon its pasaae, 

Mr. PRINGLE. Read the bill for informa” 

The bill was read by its title, as follows: 

An act to vest in the several States and Terr. 
tories a title in fee to lands which have bee», ,, 
may be, certified to them. a. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move to = the bill Upon itg 
passage, and desire to say a solitary word won i 

[Loud cries of ‘* No!” * No!’? * Letit Go 
and confusion. ]} 

Mr. DISNEY. Very well; if the House ay 
satisfied, | am. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and wa 
accordingly read the third time, and parsed, 

Mr. DISNEY. I now desire to report tw» 
bills, from the Committee on Public Lands, which 
are of the same character, both of which | desire 
The first is Sep. 
ate bill (No. 259) to authorize the State of Wis. 


CCeSsary | 
last SERS ion 
the title ,/ 


| consin to select the residue of the lands to which 


said State is entitled, under the act of 8th of Ap. 
gust, 1846, for the improvement of the Fox ani 

Wisconsin rivers. . 

The bill was read in extenso. 

lt was then ordered to a third reading; and was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DISNEY. The other is Senate bill (No 
19) to authorize the State of Illinois to select the 
residue of the lands to which sheis entitled, unde 
the act approved March 2, 1827, to aid said Sta 
in Opening acanal to connect the waters of the 
Illinois with those of Lake Michigan. 

The bill was read through. 

‘Mr. DISNEY. This bill was reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands. I only desire 
to state 

[Cries of ** Question !’’ ** Question !”’] 
Mr. DISNEY. Ifthe House will pass the bil 





| | certainly do not desire to explain it. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 


_and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


| reference only. 


assed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would propos 
that a half hour be set apart for receiving reports 
from committees of the House for the purpose oj 
If it be agreed to, it will relieve 
the House and Speaker a great deal. 

[Cries of I object!’’] 


PROLONGATION OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the joint resolution of the two House: 
directing the President of the Senate and the Speaker 0 


| the House of Representatives to adjourn their respective 
| Houses at twelve o’clock, m., Friday, the 4th of the pret 
| ent month, be rescinded ; and that said officers adjour 
| their respective Houses at twelve o’clock, m., on Monday, 
| the 7th of August. 


| Davis, Disney, Dunbar, Eastman, 


Mr. MATTESON. I object. 

Mr. JONES. I move to suspend the rules fo: 
that purpose. 

Mr. MATTESON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ‘ 

The question was taken on Mr. Jowes’s motion: 


I demand the yeas ané 


and it was decided in the negative—yeas 60, nays 


82; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James ©. Allen, Ashe, Thom 
H. Bayly, Barksdale, Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Coskir, 
Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Cullom, Curtis, John © 
Everhart, ee 

enn, 


Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, 
Hibbard, Houston, George W. Jones, Rolend 


Jones, Kit 
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-eredge, McDougall, McMullin, Macy, Maxwell, 
well,» ith Miller, Millson, Olds, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, 
May, om sardson, Riddle, Rogers, Sapp, Shannon, Show- 

ait, ~* William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 

oe. Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, David Stuart, Na- 
G. Taylor, Upham, Walker, Westbrook, and Dan- 
W right —60 - : 
Messrs. David J. Bailey, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, 
Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, 
“vor, Chrisman, Cox, ¢ ‘raige, Crocker, Thomas Davis, 
‘bdmands, Ellison, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, 
sagivr, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, 
Pee Grow, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, 
- Y snwe, Hughes, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, Keitt, Kerr, 
Hi, Kuriz, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, McCulloch, Me- 
h aM Queen, Matteson, Maurice, John G. Miller, Mor- 
Na ‘Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Andrew Oliver, 
Oliver, Orr, Peck, Pennington, Pringle, Puryear, 


eg _ 


' t 
Ws 
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yArs 


well, 


ga 


We cat . * 
M ae Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Seward, 
- aw ’ simmons, George W. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, Trout, 
Shaw. Sit 


\ Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Israel Wash 


@, the rules were not suspended, two thirds not 
yoting in the affirmative. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. [ ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House for leave to report 
nen bills from the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
| will say to the House that I shall not ask that 
any of them shall be put on their passage, but 
merely that they shall be referred. 

Mr. HOWE. I hope that the Chair will again 

nut his proposition to the House. 
* TheSPEAKER. Is there objection to the prop- 
osition submitted by the Chair that a half hour 
be devoted to receiving reports fram committees 
for reference ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the balance of 
the session be devoted to receiving reports from 
committees, the appropriation bills cannot be 
passed® 

Mr. BAYLY. The bills which I have to report 

will not consume much time. One of them is to 
execute the reciprocity treaty; but I do not pro- 
pose to put it on its passage at this session. 
' Mr. HOWE. I have endeavored to make some 
reports from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and have always been met with objection. I object, 
unless the proposition of the Speaker be adopted, 
and we shall all have a fair chance. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
the purpose indicated. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

RECIPROCITY TREATY. 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill ‘* to carry into effect a 
treaty between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain, signed the 5th day of June, 1854;’’ which 
was read a first and second time. by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported back Senate bills and resvlu- 
tion of the following titles; which were severally 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed: 

An act for the relief of the personal represent- 
atives of William A. Sl cum; 

An act to make compensation to Henry Cron- 
chey for extra services; 

An act for the relief of Hiram Paulding; 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Thomas D. Anderson, deceased, late consul of 
the United States at Tripoli; 

Joint resolution haaliasine the sense of Con- 
gress towards Commander Edward Marshall, 
commanding her Britannic Majesty’s ship Vira- 
go, and the officers and crew who were detached 
by his order for the relief of the surveying party 
under the command of Lieutenant J. G. Strain; 
an.! 

An act for the:relief of William Duer. 

Mr. COBB. 
sent of the House that the House proceed to re- 
ceive reports from committees. I have no reports 
tomake myself. 
move a suspension of the rules. 


NATIONAL ARMORIES, ETC. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to a question of privilege. I move to re- 
consider the vote by which the communication 
from the Secretary of War, received this morning, 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed, 
so that | may be afforded an opportunity to cor- 
rect some mistakes made therein, concerning my- 
self as a member of this House 


I move to suspend therules for 


I would ask the unanimous con- | 


If there be objection, I shall | 


THE CO 


Wells, John Wentworth, and Hendrick B. Wright | 


cation is in answer to a resolution of this House 
adopted a few dsys ago, the object of which was 
to ascertain whether or not either of the six gen- 
tlemen appointed by the President some time ago 
to visit the Springheld armory had recommended 
anybody to office as superintendent of euhet of 
the national armories. lt was the design of the 
resolution, | have no doubt, to discredit the re- 
ports of some of these gentiemen, with a view to 
defeat the measure in regard to the armories, now 
pending in the Senate. 

The Secretary was further called on for inform- 
ation as to whether either of the gentlemen who 
had testified, on oath, before the select committee, 
on the subject of the superintendency of the na- 
tional armories, had, at any time, been applicants 
for position in any one of those armories. The 
design of this part of the resolution is equally 
apparent, and also grows out of an earnest desire 
to defeat the armory measure, by discrediting 
testimony given by respectable men, under the 
solemn obligations of an oath. The resolution 
further required the Secretary of War to com- 


+ municate to this House the fact whether any mem- 


ber of the select committee had made application 
for any office connected with the works named in 
the resolution, under which it was created, either 
for themselves, or in behalf of others. The gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Fautkner] and myself 
were the members to which reference was made. 
The Secretary of War says that the chairman of 
the select committee—myself—was an applicant 
for the office of Commissioner of Public Buildings 
and Grounds, when it included the supervision of the 
Capitol extension, and that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had recommended persons for office at Har- 
per’s Ferry armory. So far as | am referred to, 
the Secretary of War communicates to this House 
what is not true, as | never made application for 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, when that 
office ** included the supervision of the Capitol 
extension.’’ The mistake, no doubt, arises from 
the letter of the Secretary of the Interior, who 
writes to the Secretary of War and communicates 
a note written by me on the 31st of March, 1853, 
at the request of several gentiemen of this city; 
and the most urgent in requesting me to write it 
was the late General Armstrong. 

The note referred to related to the office of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings. I stated in it 
to the Secretary that [ had been importuned by 
many of the citizens of Washington, because of 
some eupnosed fitness which they imagined | pos- 
sessed for that post, to seek for the office of Com- 
missioner. I did not ask for the appointment, 
nor did I really desire it. I only stated that if it 
were conferred on me, ! would endeavor to dis- 
charge its duties. But ina very short time after 
I published a card declining to have anything to 
do with it, and refusing to be considered as seek- 
ing of desiring the office. The Secretary of the 
Interior says: 

**The extension of the United States Capitol is the only 
civil public work the subject of inquiry by the special com 
mittee of the House of Representatives with which this De 
partment has any connection. By order of the President, 
issued on the lst of April, 1853, the charge and supervision 
of this work was transferred to your Department. Previous 
to such transfer it had been under the immediate supervis 
ion of the Commissioner, an officer of tie Departinent, who 
acted in the capacity of disbursing ageut.’’ 


Now, sir, here is a very great mistake, which 
1 am sure must be unintentional by Mr. McClel- 
land. You can readily see the effect of it. The 
idea conveyed is, that 1 sought the office of the 


| Commissioner of Public Buildings in order that | 
| might have the disbursement of the fund appro- 
| priated for the extension of the Capitol; and as a 


member of the select committee, my conduct had 
been controlled by motives of disappointment. I 


| had met with no disappointment, and any infer- 
| ence that my course has been directed by such 


otives is absolutely false. Why, sir, the Capi- 
tol extension was not under the specific direction of 
the President of the United States; and the very 
law which put it under his direction, required that 
he should appoint an architect, who was charged 
with the disbursement of the money. At the time 
the late Administratioa went out of power, the 
architect who was in charge of the work had the 
disbursement of the fund, gave bonds, and seitied 
his account regularly every month at the Comp- 
troller’s office. The Commissioner of Public 
Buildings had no more connection with the work 
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ever to do in his official capacity with that work. 
His duties were confined to other objects. It is 
all a gross mistake. 

It will be recollected that at the close of the last 
session of Congress a law was passed relieving 
the architect from the disbursement of the funds 
at the Capitol, and authorizing the President to 
appoint an agent for that purpoge. The history 
of that enactment ts this: An amendment was ot- 
fered to the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill in the Senate authorizing the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings to disburse that money. This 
was before the 4th of March, 1853—a month be- 
fore my note was written. When it came into 
this House, | went myself to the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and requested 
him not to agree to the amendment of the Senate, 
with that provision in it, and the words ** Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings’’ was stricken out, 
and the words ‘‘a disbursing agent’’ substituted 
at my request, by the chairman of the committee. 
And the law passed the House in that shape, giving 
the President the power to appoint a disbursing 
agent other than the Commissioner, It could not, 
therefore, be true that the work wes under the im- 
mediate supervision of the Commissioner. “The 
letter of mine to which the Secretary refers was 
written a month after that law came into opera- 
tion. The fact is, the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, from the time of the first appointment 
of the architect, never had anything to do with 
the disbursement of the money at the Capitol, as 
the reports to Congress and the laws and records 
of the Government willshow. TheSecretary has 
no doubt been misled, and I am satisfied has not 
knowingly lent himself to this unjustifiable and 
disreputable effort to prejudice the armory ques- 
tion by misrepresenting and assailing myselt and 
others. 

Now, I have written a letter to the Secretary 
of the Interior calling his attention to the errors 
contained in his letier to the Secretary of War, 
and do not doubt he will cheerfully correct them; 
and | ask that the printing of the communication 
of the Secretary of War may not be ordered until 
[can receive the answer of the Secretary of the 
Interior, | want the antidote to go with the 
poison. 

Mr. FAULKNER. When the gentleman from 
Massachusetis, (Mr. Dickinson,] some days ago, 
submitted his resolution asking the information 
now furnished by the War Department, it was 
objected to by my friend from Maryland, [Mr. 
VaNSANT,] and also by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Vir. CuurncHwe.t.} At my request they 
withdiew their objections,and the resolution was 
adopted. I thought the inquiry a very small af- 
fair, and scarcely worthy of the attention of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, or of the consid- 
eration of Congress. Suli, as the statement had 
gone abroad, and been widely circulated, that 
some of the commissioners engaged in the investi- 
gation at Springfield had been applicants for the 
place of civil superintendent; as that statement 
had been denied, and as many unfounded and 
exaggerated reports had gained currency on that 
subject, | thought it better that the facts should 
appear before the country Jn some authentic form, 
that these concerned in the inquiry might fear- 
lessly confront the accusation, and have justice 
dpne to their character and motives. The inquiry 
was, in many respects, objectionable in principle, 
but it did not become the triends of these gentle- 
men to oppose any obstacle to the full develop- 
mentof the trath. So, when the response of the 
Secretary of War was received a few moments 
ago, and partially read at the Clerk’s table, | asked 
that its further reading be dispensed with, and 
printed. 

My friend from Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] now 
asks that the motion to print be reconsidered; and 
in his remarks sustaining his proposition he has 
informed the House that my name is alluded to 
in the report. of the Secretary of War, and that 
a letter of mine is among the papers ordered to 
be published. Sir, the Secretary of War, or any 
other Secretary, is at perfect liberty to publish 
any letter of mine addressed to him officially 
or privately, so far as I care. Certain it is that 
no letter of mine will be found in any Department 
of this Government presenting my name for any 
Executive post or appointment. No, sir; I have 
the proud gratification to say before this House, 
that at no period of my life, ner under any Ad. 
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ministration which has ever exercised power in | rung in our ears with as much sobbing tenacity 


this country, has my name, directly or indirectly, 
been prevented to any President or Cabinet Minis- 
ter for office. The letter written by me, and now 
to be published, 1s one recommending a most ex- 
cellent and competent mechanic to the post of 
master armorer at Harper’s Ferry. 1 made that 
recommendations not only from my own sense of 
its propriety, but because urged and instructed to 
do so by a Jarge body of my constituents. That 
letter has been eviscerated from the files of the 
War Department, where it has been permitted to 
slumber for more than twelve monthe, and is now 
laid before this House for the avowed and sole ob- 
ject of detracting from the great weight and influ- 
ence of the evidence of Adam Rhuleman, by seek- 
ing to show that he was interested in the change 
of superintendency at Harper’s Ferry. 

| cannot see how this fact can support the con- 
clusion sought to be drawn from it. His applica- 
tion for the post was made, and his testimony 
given, under the military superintendency. He did 
not come forward as a volunteer to testify. He 
was brought before the committee by the stern 
mandate of this ouse, and hisevidence is marked 
by al! that clearness, force, and caution which dis- 
tinguishes an honest and truthful witness. I 
know Mr. Rhuleman well, and I know him to 
possess a reputation for truth not excelled by any 
of his sssailants. I feel proud of the interest 
which | have taken in hisadvancement. I desired 
him to fill the place of a man at Harper’s Ferry, 
who had by his partisan conduct rendered himself 
unworthy of the post. The Secretary of War, in 
my judgment, erred most grossly in permitting | 
him to remain in office one hour after he had him- 
self pronounced a severe official judgment upon | 
his conduct; and | here assert that the interests of 
the Government could not have been better sub- 
served than by the appointmentof Mr. Rhuleman 
to the place to which | recommended him, and 
which he is so eminently qualified to fill. 

Mr. STANTON, of itentacky. I did not in- | 
tend to convey any such impression. 

Mr. KEIT?. Mr. Speaker, I did not expect 
to engage in any discussion upon this subject 
again this session. The information just com- 
municated to the House by the Secretary of War, 
in conformity with a resolution of this body, | 
have not had time to examine. I desire, however, 
to have it printed, as it throws light upon the evi- 


dence submitted to the special committee as to the || 


change of superintendence of the armories. My 
friend from Massachusetts (Mr. Dickinson] sub- 
mitted his reselution to me before offering it to | 
the House. 1 concurred in the propriety of get- 
ting the information called for in it, as it would 
hereafter enable the House to act with more de- | 
liberation, and with more fullness of knowledge. 

I bad heard that moet of the witnesses who tes- 

tified before the committee, had been dismissed | 
for good cause from the armories, and were again 

applying for admission into the armories, or were 

applying for offices in it, and if employed, were 

making applications for nigher offices. 1 under- | 
stood, too, that some of the commissioners who 
had been appointed to examine into the condition 
and management of the armories, and who had 
conducted an examination into the one at Spring- 
field, had made application for the superintend- 
ency of one or more of said armories. This 
information | desired the House to be put in | 
possession of, In every civilized community a | 
witness is ruled from the stand who has a personal 
and specific interest in the issue. The House 
adopted the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Stanron,] as I conceived, upon 


the teatimony of these witnesses, and the report | 


of these commissioners, Now, sir, if it appeared 
that all, or neuriy allof these persons, upon whose | 


|| a8 Ophelia cried ** Willow, willow.” 
‘like to hear or see some proof of the oppression, 


| should 


apart from declamation. My friend from Mary- 
land [Mr. Vansant] is honest, perfectly honest; 
but | cannot agree with him that oppression has 
been proved in any case. I may be mistaken, 
sir, in saying thatevery witness was an pennant, 
but | have heard that nearly all were. However, 
sir, the communication from the Secretary of 
War will show everything. 

{ was saying, sir, that if all, or nearly all, of 
those upon whose statements or advice the change 


| in the management of the armories was made, 
| were interested in the result, would not the House 


regard their testimony as biased and unreliable, 
and its own decision, thus influenced, as unwise? 
I repeat, sir, that in every civilized community 


| a witness is ruled from the stand, if he has a 


personal interest in the issue of the case he pro- 
poses to testify in, unless he releases such interest. 
These witnesses, it is said, have such interest, and 
have not released—will they be unprejudiced wit- 
nesses? Interest, sir, unconsciously warps. I 
did think, sir, that with these material, important, 
and flagrant facts brought to the attention of the 


House, its decision would be reviewed. | thought | 


so, because it was a matter of prime interest with 
us all—with each of us. All of our constituencies 
are interested in the profitable and economical 
management of these armories, and in the efficient 
and skillful manufacture of arms. ‘They are in- 
terested in their profitable management, because 
they pay the taxes out of which they are sup- 
ported, and they are interested in the skillful man- 
ufacture of arms, because their sons and kinsmen, 
or friends and neighbors, may commit, in battle, 
their lives and honor upon their efficiency. I did 
think then, sir, that the House would review a 
material change like this, when the testimony 
upon which it made it wasdestroyed. Here, too, 
[ may say that I have heard, and other members 
have heard, of threats and rumors of expulsion, 
when this change has been consummated. 

It will be remembered that, when the change 
was under discussion, I told the committee that 
it would inure to the benefit of the politicians. 
Yes, sir, in a struggle, the ‘* spoils’’ will go to 
them. Sir, I believed that behind the ‘* masked 
battery’? of the ‘* mechanics,” they were firing 
upon the public interest and the Treasury. This 
belief has been deepened by recent rumors. We 
have been told here that intriguers for the change 
in the management of the armories, and for put- 
ting them under the control, as it is said, of ** ci- 


| vilians,’’ have threatened the expulsion of every 
| mechanic who did not aid and codperate for the 


procurement of this change. Yes, sir, these 


| ** mechanics,’’ whose interests are so dear, are to 
| be sacrificed, unless they belong to the agitating 


and intriguing portion of them. If they dare to 
uphold the public interest, if they dare to uphold 


| the most profitable management of the armories, 


| be sacrificed. 


statements and advice this charge was made, were | 


personally interested in the issue of the cause | 


in which their testimony was given, might [ not || 


expect or hope that the House would review its | 
decision ? 


Mr. VANSANT. Does the gentleman from | 
South Carolina say all the witnesses were appli- || 


cants? 
Mr. KEITT. I am not sure, but J think all | 


j 
were. 


Mr. VANSANT. Mr. Hobbs was not; he || 


left the armory because of vile oppression. 
Mr. KEITT. 1! am sick, sir, sick of this cry 
ef oppression#oppression. Oppression has been 


if they dare to refuse participation in a scheme of 
agitation to change an existing law, they are to 
Yes, sir, in a scheme of agitation, 
those who will not share in the plot are to be offered 


|| up as a holocaust to appease the vengeance of the 


intriguers. And this 1s protection to the ‘* me- 
chanical interest.’’ If this be protection, then God 
save the mark ! 

Let me ask the House, sir, to look this matter 
in the eye. It is said that the mechanics in the 
armofies, who refused to agitate for the change, in 
the event of the consummation of such change, are 
to be dismissed. Sir, | fear that this is a prelude 
to a political saturnalia. I fear you will make 
these armories political shambles. ‘Threatenings 
of these expulsions have already come to us; and 
when the change is made, the shrift will be short, 
and the death warrant quickly madeout. Sir, can 
it be that the only men in our land trained up by 


special instruction-to superintend the manufacture | 


| of arma, are to be excluded from such office? Can 


i 





it be, sir, that the Administration is to be excluded 
in the selection of its agents from that class spe- 
cially instructed to the performance of the duties 
involved in the office to be filled ? : 

Mr. Speaker, I will not trouble the House fur- 
ther. 1 desired to invoke its attention to the fact 
that many of the witnesses were interested. 

Mr. VANSANT. If you want disinterested 
witnesses, where will pe get them? 


Mr. KEITT. Sir, 


will only say that one of | 


August 3, 


the witnesses came from my own State 
Huger.] His family is one of revolution 
nown. His name one which gems the b 
page of the history of my own State. 
laurels, too, in the Mexican war. 
superintendent at Harper’s Ferry, but was 
when examined before us. He told me 
there as a matter of duty only, and it was regard 
by all the officers as unpleasant duty. He a 
ceived no compensation as superintendent af 
was subjected to continual annoyance and se i 
_cution. Sir, he was a disinterested witness. ” 
Mr. CRAIGE. I hope the gentleman f,, 
Kentucky will send up to the Clerk’s desk a 
have read the letter written by him to the Seen 
tary of the [nterior. - 
| Mr. STANTON. Certainly; I have no Objection 
. The letter was then read by the Clerk. 
Mr. STANTON. I am ready to say, and rs. 
peat what I said before, that this was the onl 
document, in reference to this matter, which wen; 
to the Department; and this was written at the rs. 
quest of General Armstrong. I make the motion 
to reconsider, in order to afford the Secretary of 
| the Interior an opportunity to correct the erro, 
_ which [am sure he has unintentionally committe 
with respect to this matter. 1 want but the facis 
| as they really existed. 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved to lay 
| the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken; and, upon a division 
| there were—ayes 40, noes not counted. 
| So the House refused to lay the motion to re. 
‘| consider upon the table. 
| The question was then taken upon the recon. 
|| sideration; and, upona division, there were—ayes 
| 35, noes not counted. ° 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote. 


| The rules were then suspended; and it was 


Ordered, That for halfan hour reports be received from 


committees for reference only, and that should not give rise 
to debate. 


| Mr. HIBBARD, from the Committee of Ways 
'and Means, to whom was referred Senate bili 
(No. 380) ‘* to authorize the coinage of gold pieces 
of the value respectively of ten eagles and five 
| eagles, and for other purposes,’’ reported the same 
| back to the House with an amendment, in the 
nature of a substitute. 

Mr. McDOUGALL asked the unanimous con. 
| sent of the House to put the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. ORR objected. 

Objection being made to the passage of the bill, 
it was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


| POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways 


'and Means have also instructed me to report bark 
| House bill No. 336, entitled ** An act making ap- 
“Pesce for the service of the Post Ofiive 
| Department for the fiscal year ending June 3), 
| 1855.”’ There are seven amendments to the bi!!, 
| adopted by the Senate, in two of which the 
Committee of Ways and Means recommend cov- 
currence. Those two are Nos. 1 and 4. In the 
| rest of the Senate’s amendments the committee 
recommend non-concurrence. I hope the House 
| will now proceed to consider these amendments. 
The Senate’s amend ments make appropriations. 
|| With the consent of the House, we can act upon 
| them without referring the bill to the Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| TheSPEAKER. If objection be made, the 
| bill and amendments must go to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HAVEN. [ object. 
| TheSPEAKER. Then the bill and amend- 
| ments must go to the Committee of the Whole on 

the state of the Union. 

Mr. HAVEN. Is the bill so referred now? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. HAVEN. By what process? 

The SPEAKER. By the order of the House 
| that bills should be reported by the committees, 
_and reported without debate. By the unanimous 
| consent of the House the rules were suspended 
| for that purpose. 

1 Mr. HAVEN. Well, I ask the Speaker how 
|| this bill was put in the position that the Commit: 
| tee of Ways and Means could report on it? 

The SPEAKER. it was referred to that com- 
|| mittee this morning. 


Mr. HAVEN. I beg pardon of the Speaker 
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derstood that the friends of the river and har- | 
a would have allowed no such business to 
lone, { Laughter. ] 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. I am instructed 
she Committee of Claims, to report back Sen- 
7 pill (No. 361) ** for the relief of Frederick 
Vi vent, administrator of James Le Caze, survivor 
of Le Caze & Mallet,” with anamendment. I hope 
it will be pat apon its — 

‘The SPEAKER. It can only be done by | 
ynanimous consent. J 
Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. MILLER. Then I ask that it be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and or- | 
gered to be printed. 

| was so ordered. 

Mr. RUFFIN, from the same committee, re- 
orted adversely on the petition of [gaac C. Lock- 
sood; also, adversely on the petition of Archibald 
M. Kitzmiller; also, adversely on the petition of 
Benjamin M, Sayer; which reports were severally | 
ordered to be laid on the table, and printed. 

Mr. VANSANT. It is evident that there is a 
determination upon the part of the minority of the 
House not to take uprany appropriation bills; and 
as | feel fatigued, | move that the House do now 

journ. 

: Mr. PHILLIPS. Before that motion is put, I 
ask leave to make a report from the Committee 
on Territories . 

The SPEAKER. There is an order that the 
committees shall make reports for half an hour, 
and in that time all the reports can be got in. 

Mr. VANSANT’S motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. FENTON, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back House bill (No. 395) to | 
amend an act entitled ** An act to provide for re- 
cording the evidence of vessels, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed July 29, 1850. Referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on thestateof the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported 
to increase the compensation of the inspectors of 
customs; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of James Hol- 
stein; which was read a-first and second time by | 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole || 
House, and the bill and report ordered to be-| 
printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to | 
which was referred a bill to provide for the sale | 
of the public lands in the Territory of Nebraska, 
and to establish a land office therein; and a bill to 
provide for the survey and sale of the public lands | 
in the Territory of Kansas, and to establish aland || 
office therein, reported back the same, and asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, on the ground that the objects of the bills 
had been accomplished by another act. 

It was so ordered. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- || 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief || 
of William Case; which was read a first and || 
second time by its title, referred to a Commit- | 
tee of the Whole House, and the bill and report || 


Ju 
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ordered to be printed. 


Mr. S. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred Senate bill (No. 194) to provide a 
place for a post office in the city of Philadelphia, 
and for the courts of the United States for the || 
eastern district of Pennsylvania, reported back the | 
same, and asked to be discharged from the further | 
consideration thereof, on the ground that the ob- | 
i of the bill had been accomplished by another 

ill. 
It was so ordered. 


Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary, reported a bill to regulate the salaries of the |, 
district judges of the United States; which was | 
read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. PARKER. I ask the permission of the | 
House to put the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. PARKER. Then I move to suspend the | 
rules to enable me to do so. 


1 
TheSPEAKER. The motion cannot be made, || 
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as we are now acting under the suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. PARKER. Then I hope the gentleman 
from New York will withdraw. his objection. 

Mr. WALSH. I cannot withdraw it. 

Mr. PARKER. ‘Ten | withdraw the bill. 

No objection being made, the bill was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. NICHOLS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the following Senate bills; 
which were referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed: 

An act authorizing the legal representatives of 
Antonie Vasquez, H ypolite Vasquez, Joseph Vas- 
quez, and John Calligan, to enter certain lands in 
Missouri. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of William Weeks. 

An act for the benefit of the heir-at-law of Lieu- 
tenant C. A. Wickliffe. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I now desire to report, from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, a Senate 
bill ** appointing commissioners to ascertain cer- 
tain facts relative to certain private land claims in 
the State of Michigan.’ It is to ascertain all the 
facts that can be ascertained as to what law these 
claims are under, whether they have not expired 
by limitation, &c. It is important that the bill 
should be passed during the present session. 
There can be no reasonable objection to it, and I 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to put it 
upon its passage. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I appeal to the gentleman 
from New York to withdraw his objection. It is 
of very great imp@rtance that it should be passed. 

Mr. WALSH. Ido not withdraw my objec- 
tion. 


Mr. NICHOLS. 


should be put upon itspassage. It is Senate bill 
(No. 297) for the relief of Sylvanus Culver. I 


hope no member of the House willobject. It isa | 
The claimant, | know, is a | 
very worthy person, and the claim is a just one, | 


I ask the unanimous consent of the House to put || of the country are actually in the greatest danger. 


|| Theerecords of the Treasury Department and the 


revolutionary claim. 


the bill upon its passage. 

There was no objection; and the bill was read 
in extenso by the Clerk. 

It provides for granting one hundred and twenty 
acres of land to Sylvanus Culver. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. NICHOLS. On Friday last, under a mis- 


| apprehension of the state of facts as to theaction | 


of our committee, Senate bill No. 336 was laid 
upon the table. I ask now that that bill may be 


|| taken up and placed upon the Calendar, or, if | 


can have the unanimous consent of the House, 


| pul the bill on its passage. 


Mr. MACDONALD. I object to the bill being 
put on its passage. 
Mr. MILLER. Ifthe gentleman from Maine 


understoed the circumstances under which this 


| bill was laid upon the table the other day, | think | 
that he would withdraw his objection to the bill || 
| now. 


Mr. MACDONALD. 
objection. 
he bill was referred to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 


p 
Mr. GREEN WOOD, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 253) 


I cannot withdraw my 


for the relief of Susan Coody and others, with a || 
recommendation that it do pass; which was re- || 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and || 
|| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HOWE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, as follows, referred toa 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of John Randon, deceased. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, reported a 


bill; which was read a first and second time by its | 


title, as follows: 
— for the relief of Captain Isidore D. Beau- 
rand. 
Mr. EDGERTON. 
sent of the House to put that bill on its passage. 


Mr. WALSH. | object. 


| 


I have another bill from the | 
| same committee which | am also very anxious 


T ask the unanimous con- | 


2111 


Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Lieutenant 
J.C. Carter; which was read the first and second 
tume by ita title, referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported House bill (No. 289) * au- 
thorizing the payment, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, of certain drafts drawn by Lieutenant 
Dement for ransom of American citizens, prison- 
ers of the Indians of Queen Charlotte Island, and 
for other purposes; which was laid on the table, 
and the committee discharged from its further con- 
sideration, 

Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Charles J. 
Porcher; which was read the first and second time 
by its title, referred to the Committeeof the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds to report 
the following bill: 

An act to authorize the extension and comple- 
tion of the Treasury Buildings; and also the con- 

| struction of a building for the War, Navy, and 
Interior Departments. 

I ask the unanimous consent of the House to 
put the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. WALSH. I object 

Mr. CRAIGE. I hope gentlemen will allow 
me to make a short statement in regard to the ne- 
cessity of the passage of this bill. I have been 
trying to get the floor for the last ten or twelve 
days, and have sought it again and again for the 
purpose of making this report. The bill has al- 
ready passed the Senate. Every Administration, 


|| from the days of General Jackson down to this 


| time, has recommended the erection of these build- 
ings; and every head of the Department, from that 
time to this, has recommended it. At this partic- 
ular time, | am informed, that the public archives 


State Department are exposed to destruction for 
the want of a suitable place in which to deposit 


|| them. 
Mr. WALSH. My objection is not with- 
drawn. 
Mr. CRAIGE. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended. 


The SPEAKER. That motion would not be 
in order, as the House is now acting under a sus- 
| pension of the rules. 
On motion by Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, it was 
| Ordered, That Jacob Benner, of Ross county, Ohio, have 
leave to withdraw papers filed by him, in order that he 
| might present them to the Commissioner of Patents. 
|| Mr.PHILLIPS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
| mittee on Territories to report the following bill: 


| A bill declaring the southern boundary of New 
| Mexico. 


| I ask that the bill may be read for the informa- 
| tion of the House, with a view of putting it upon 
| its passage, in accordance with the recommenda- 
| tion of the committee. [ ask that the bill may be 
| read, so thatevery gentleman will see at once the 
| necessity that exists for its passage. 
Mr. HAVEN. I hope there will be no objec- 
| tion; and that the bill will be allowed to pass. 
There being no objection, the bill was ordered 
|| to be engrossed and read a third ume; and having 
been engrossed, it was read the third time, and 
passed. 
| Mr. CHURCHWELL, from the Committee 
| on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, as 
| follows, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
| House, and ordered to be printed: 
| An act in addition to an act entitled ** An act 
| to continue half pay to certain widows and or- 
phans,’’ approved February 3, 1853. 
| Mr. PHILLIPS. In relation to the bill just 
|| reported from the Committee on Revolutionary 
|| Pensions, | ask that the rules be suspended, with 
| a view of having that bill sent to the Senate. 
|| The SPEAKER. If not objected to, joint rules 








|| 16 and 17 will be suspended in this particular case, 
| and the bill will be sent to the Senate. . 
| There being no objection, the rules were sua. 


The bill was referred to a Committee of the || pended. 
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Mr. EDMUNDSON, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported back the following bill, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass: 

An act for the relief of Nancy Payne and Sarah 
Laramee. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, presented 
an adverse report on the petition of Ellen A. 
Schmuck. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, reported a 
bill; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, as follows, referred toa Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Jeptha L. Heraminger. 

Mr. E. | am instructed by the same committee 
to report adversely on the petitions of Esther Bart- 
lett, and another, inasmuch as one of the general 
bills passed covers the cases. 

The petition and reports were laid on the table. 

Mr. FE. I am also instructed, by the same 
committee, to report back, under the same cir- 
cumetances, a bill for the relief of certain widows 
and orphans. 

Laid on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. [I ask the unanimous 
consent of the Llouse to offer the following reso- 


lution: 


Resolved, That joint rule No. 16 be so far suspended as 
to receive from the Senate a bill changing the name of the 
brig Glainorgan. 

There being no objection, rule No. 16 was sus- 
pended for the purpose indicated . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is there not on 
the Speaker's table a joint resolution of the Sen- 
ale proposing to suspend joint rules Nos. 16 and 
17. 

The SPEAKER. 
gerne rally 

Mr. JONES. Then I propose we take up that 
resolution, and act upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The House is now acting 
under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I ask if the thirty minutes, 
for which the rules were suspended, have not 
expired? 

The SPEAKER. The time has expired. 

Mr.STRAUB. Although the time has expired, 
I hope the balance of the committees will hg per- 
mitted to go on and make their reports. 

Che SPEAKER. There are but three or four 
" committees more, and the Chair hopes they may 
be permitted to report, 

No objections were made, and 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committeé on 
Invalid Pensions, to which was referred Senate 
bill (No. 191) for the relief of Thomas B. Par- 
sons, reported back the same, and asked to put it 
upon Ils passage. 

Mr. WALSH objecting, the bill was referred 
to a Commitiee of the Whole House, and the 
bill and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. VAIL, from the same committee, to which 
was referred Senate bill (No. 276) for the relief of 
Mrs. Ann W. Angus, reported back the same, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was referred to a Committee of the 
W hole House, and the bill and report ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr. V. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred Senate bill (No. 192) for the 
relief of Amos Knapp, reported the same back to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do not 

ASS, 

The bill was ordered to be laid upon the table. 

Mr. STRAUB, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, to which were referred the petition 
of William Jacox, a eoldier in the war of 1812, 
for a pension; the petition of Adam Hays, late 
a surgeon in the United States Army, for back 
pension; the petition of William Clark, askin 
arrearages of pay asan invalid pensioner; | 
the petition of John Fullins, asking for a pension, 
made adverse reports upon the same respectively ; 
and they were ordered to be laid upon the table. 

Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred Senate bill (No. 245) 
to amend the provision of the fifty-sixth section 
of the act entitled ** An act to regulate the collec- 
tion of duties on imports and tonnage,” approved 
March 2, 1779; reported back the same, with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. FULLER. I ask that the bill may be 

urupon Hs passage now. 


Mr. WALSH. I object. 


There is, to suspend them 
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F es \ 
The bill was referred to the Committee of the | 


W hole on the state of the Union, and the bill and 
| report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EDMANDS, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Lot 
Davis; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EDGERTON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of John Putnam. 

Mr. E. 1 ask to put that bill upon its passage. 

No objection being made, the bill was read a 
first and second time. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
subsequently read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FULLER. The gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Watsu,] consents to withdraw his 
objection to the Senate bill which | reported a 
short time since, and | now move that the bill be 
put upon its passage. It is Senate bill (No. 
145) to amend the provisions of the fifty-sixth 
section of an act entitled ‘* An act to regulate the 
| collection of duties on imports and tonnage, ap- 
| proved the 2d of March, 1799.” 

The bill ‘was read in extenso. 

It was then ordered to a third reading, and was 
accordingly read a third time, and passed. 


PAY OF THE EMPLOYEES OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. SMITH, of Va. I havea resolution for 
the introduction of which I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House, and to which I am sure 
there will be no objection. 
following: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to report 
to this House al its next session, the amount received by 
each of its employees from all sources forthe services per- 
formed by them during the present session; the amount 
they will be entitled to receive under the existing laws at 
the next session ; and also the time each is actually and 
necessarily employed during the present Congress. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


I would suggest 


committee 
Mr. SMITH. I will say five. 
There was no objection, ond the resolution was 
considered and adopted. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


I rise to a privi- 
leged question. 


I move that the vote by which 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 





Mr. EDGERTON. I move to suspend the 16th 


} and 17th joint rules, to enable the bill, which has 
| just been passed, to be sent to the Senate and be 
| signed by the President. 

Mr. WALSH. 
| of this sort of business. I shall object to any- 
| thing out of the regular order. ° 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania, from the 
| effectually to provide for the punishment of cer- 
tain crimes against the United States; which was 


| read a first and second time by its title. 
I will ask the House to put | 


Mr. PRESTON. 


| that bill on its passage. There is no statute in 


| our books to punish the forgery of land warrants 


| or assignments. Forgeries have been committed, 

| and the culprits have escaped. The bill provides 

| a remedy, and | think that it ought to be passed 
before we adjourn. 

| Objection was made, and the bill was referred 


| to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


| Union, and ordered to be printed. 

| Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, reported a bill; which was read a first 
_and second time by its title, as follows, referred 
| to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
| the accompanying report, ordered to be printed: 

| A bill for the relief of Edward Burcher. 

| Mr. FENTON asked and obtained leave to in- 
| troduce a bill; which was read a first and second 


|, time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


Commerce. The bill is entitled: 
An actin relation to the employment of appren- 


|| tices in the merchant service of the United States. 
I offer the following | 


| Mr. McDOUGALL. 
| resolution: 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
| procure a report from F. W. Lander, civil engineer, of a 
) railroad route from Puget’s Sound, by Fort Hall, to Great 


| Salt Lake and the Mississippi river; and that he cause a 
i 


copy thereof to be furnished to this House. 


I desire to offer the | 


to the gentleman that he specify the number of his | 


the resolution was adopted be reconsidered, and | 
| that the motion to reconsider do lie upon the | 


Lobject. We have had enough | 


Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill more | 
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Resolved, further, re 
road to the pesihe, m eraanee ‘dwecton sy et — 
tary of War, also the said report of PF. : Lea 
printed for the use of the House during the recess, “Fy be 
Mr. WALSH. I object. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to suspend 
rules for the purpose indicated. te 
The question was taken; and th 
suspended. 
Mr. LETCHER. I demand the yeas and 
“— passage of the resolution. ~_ 
he question was put; and 
thirteenste the leamatas et am only 
The SPEAKER. There are onl 
and four members in the Hall. 


€ rules were 


y one hundred 


Mr. ORR. I move that there be a call of th 
House. : 

Mr. ROBBINS. I demand tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to have tellers. . 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wey>. 
wortH, of Massachusetts, and CHamBertajy 
were appointed. sis 

The question was taken; and the tellers r¢. 
ported—ayes 23, noes 103. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered, 

Mr. ORR. I should likg to inquire of the gen. 
tleman from California [Mr. McDoveatn] if the 
survey of Puget’s Sound, by Fort Hall and Sait 
Lake City, to the Mississippi river, has bee 
already made? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Ithas been made, and the 
engineer who made it is new in Washington, 

Mr.ORR. Then I have no objection to the 
resolution. 

Mr. WALSH. The survey has been made, | 
believe, for a private company; and the object of 
this resolution is to get Congress now to pay for 
|. the expense of it. 
| Mr. CHAMBERLAIN and Mr. McDOU. 
GALL. Notatall. 

Mr. UPHAM. If it be in order, I should be 
glad to state to the House, briefly, the facts of the 
case. Mr. Lander was employed as the chief 
| civil engineer accompanying Governor Stevens in 
| his explorations to Puget’s Sound last winter, 
| At the request of the Legislature of the Territory of 
| Washington, and under their auspices, he started 
| for Puget’s Sound with but four men. He explored 

a country never before explored—a country fil! 
of dangers and difficulties. And he has ascer- 
| tained a perfectly practicable route for a railroad 
| from Puget’s Sound, to a point in intersection with 
|| the central route of the Pacific railroad. He also 
| explored the country from the mountains to 
| Council Bluffs. And his explorations are known 
|| to be of great value. He is a competent and ex- 

perienced railroad engineer, and was acting, as | 

have said, under the auspices of the new territo- 

rial government of Washington. And if this 
|, House is to act next winter, on the great question 
of the Pacific railroad, it will be of extreme im- 
| portance to have the facts which he has collected 
|, brought before them. 
|  TheSPEAKER. The question is on the adop- 

tion of the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

_ resolution on the table. 
| The motion was not agreed to. 
| The question was then taken on the resolution; 
and it was adopted. 


| THE POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HIBBARD. For the purpose of acting 
|| on the general post office appropriation bill, | 
move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
| House do now resolve itself into the Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. PRESTON. I object. 
Mr. HAVEN. I hope the motion will not be 
agreed to. 
| The question was taken;and, on a division, there 
were—ayes 71, noes 72. 
| So (two thirds not having voted in favor thereof) 
| the rules were not suspended. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
| the yeas and nays. 
Mr. PRINGLE. I call for tellers upon the 
| yeas and nays. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cuvuaci- 
WELL and Martreson were appointed. 
_ The House was then divided; and the tellers re- 
| ported—ayes 30, (a sufficient number;) and the 


I 


. yeas and nays were ordered. 


I move to lay the 





I demand 
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